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Starling Elementary School

School Website: https://www.gcpsk12.org/StarlingES

Principal: Dr. Crystal Cooper

Assistant Principals: Jessica Dunn K-2

Will Lewis 3-5

Lulie Dunham Pre-k and Sped.

Address: 1725 Grayson Highway

Grayson, Ga 30017

Pre-K hours: 7:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. (NEW 22-23)

K-5 hours: 7:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.
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Colors: Green, White, Gold, Navy

Essential Phone Numbers

Main Office:

Fax:

Media Center:

Transportation:
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3-5 Counselor:

678-344-6100

678-344-3296

678-344-4990

770-513-6686

678-344-5690

678-344-4539

678-344-4540
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Dear Starling Families, 

Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year. We are looking forward to another great year of Learning, 
Supporting and Growing at Starling Elementary School. The opening of the school year is such an 
exciting time for students, parents and the Starling staff. I consider it a privilege to work in such a 
fine community with outstanding staff, students, and parents. We are happy to welcome our 
students back to school and are excited about the learning, leading and succeeding our students will 
continue to experience at Starling. The teachers have planned outstanding learning opportunities 
for our students and we look forward to our continued partnership with our families in providing a 
world-class education for all students. 

One of the many ways we communicate with you each year is through this handbook. I kindly ask 
that you take time to review the contents of this handbook as a family. Inside the handbook, you 
will find parent involvement information that will be important resources to you throughout the 
year. Most importantly, it outlines the school's operating policies and procedures that help ensure 
that each student has the maximum opportunity to learn important academic knowledge and skills. 
If you will take a moment to review the contents with your child, it will ensure a smooth year for all. 

I appreciate your efforts to both review these expectations and to lend your support in achieving 
them. Your support in helping us maintain an excellent, orderly and safe learning environment for 
our students is invaluable to us. Once you have gone over the handbook, please log into 
MyPaymentsPlus to acknowledge your receipt of these documents. You must do this for each 
student attending Gwinnett County Public Schools. 

There are numerous opportunities for you to become knowledgeable of your child’s instructional 
program and academic progress. We hope you will get involved and take advantage of every 
opportunity to partner with us in the best interest of your child. I also want to offer a reminder to 
you about your access to the Gwinnett County Public Schools Parent Portal which allows you to view 
your child’s grades, test history, conduct, and attendance. It is our hope that this will serve as one 
more effective communication tool for these important areas. We look forward to working with you 
and appreciate your involvement in your student’s education and attendance at important events and 
activities. 

On behalf of our staff, I welcome you to the 2022-2023 school year. Our partnership with you is 
the foundation for excellence achieved at Starling each day. Our goal is to provide the best learning 
and leadership opportunities for your child in a safe, secure and orderly environment. We want all of 
our students to excel and stand out as leaders each and every day. We appreciate your support in 
helping us provide an optimal learning environment for our students. We also need you! Please don’t 
hesitate to volunteer at various before, during and after school opportunities. You are welcome to 
become a vital member of our community! 

Yours in Education, 

Dr. Crystal Cooper 
Principal 
Starling Elementary School 



   

    

      

    

      

    

     

     

     

    

    

      

      

    

      

    

  

    

      

    

     

     

Gwinnett County Public Schools’ 

participation in Learning 2025 aligns 

with its work to improve its schools 

and better support students. Learning 

2025 is a network of leading school 

districts focused on coming together 

to share their learning and leadership. 

Through this work, GCPS is asking: 

● What do we want our schools 

to look like by 2025? 

● What must change so that 

each and every one of our students 

graduates on time and ready to thrive 

in college, career, and life? 

In GCPS, we have been focusing on 

providing an education that is 

student-driven, equity-focused, and 

future-driven for some time. Through 

its work with Learning 2025, GCPS is 

sharpening its focus and collaborating 

with other school districts to ensure 

we are preparing students for their future, not our 

past. 



      
 

                   
               

                

  

          
             

            
       

          
           

    
           

              
   

              
               

       
               

      
            

            
  

             
 

           
               

                
      

            
  

               

 

   

Safety & Security Procedures at Starling Elementary 

Dear Parents, 
As we start a new year of school, I want to remind you of the security measures we have in 
place at our school in order to maintain the safest environment possible for our students and 
staff at all times. These practices are critically important for the safety of our students and staff. 

As a reminder: 

● All visitors to our building must ring the doorbell at the front doors and state name 
and reason for entry to gain access to the school. Visitors are required to sign in 
at the front office. All visitors must show photo ID and wear a visitor’s badge, 
regardless of whether our staff is familiar with them. 

● No visitors are allowed to visit classrooms without a scheduled appointment. This 
includes classroom volunteers. This practice helps maintain both security and protects 
instructional time with our students. 

● Visitors must show photo identification in order to check out a student. 
● No student can be checked out by a person NOT listed on the emergency contact 

list for that student. 
● Students may not be dropped off at school prior to 7:45 a.m. School personnel are 

not available to monitor students prior to 7:45 a.m. No student drop off in the front 
of the school between 7:45 – 8:15 am. 

● Visitors to our building will only be permitted between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m. unless accompanied by a staff member. 

● Lunch visitors and visitors to all school events must show photo identification and must 
be listed as an emergency contact on the student’s file. Lunch visitors are allowed 
Monday – Friday. 

● If someone other than a designated emergency contact wishes to visit a student for 
lunch/school event: 

● The student must bring a signed note from their parent/guardian indicating who 
will be visiting for lunch that day. The student must send the note to the front 
office first thing in the morning. The visitor must present a photo ID to verify their 
identity when they check in for lunch. 

● OR, the person must be accompanied by the parent or guardian (not an 
emergency contact person). 

Thank you for your support as we provide the safest environment possible for our students and 
staff. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Crystal Cooper, Principal 



  

  

 

                    

             

              

                   

              

                  

                  

              

             

               

              

      

              

               

      

  

              

                

              

               

             

Starling Elementary School 

Policies and Procedures 

2022-2023 

Agenda Book 

All students will be issued an agenda book at the start of the year. This agenda book will be used as 
a communication tool among students, teachers and parents. Third, fourth and fifth grade students 
will be required to maintain their daily assignments in the notebook. Students’ conduct and work 
habit reports are located in the front of the notebook and can be viewed by the parent each day, if 
a teacher chooses to use them as a communication tool. Along with conduct and academic 
information, this notebook is utilized as a hall pass and check out card for the media center. If the 
student loses the agenda book, a new one must be purchased from the front office at the cost of 
$10.00. This amount covers the cost of the book and the media center bar code. 

1. Annual Elementary Contributions 

An annual elementary school supply contribution of $10.00 is requested from parents to supplement 
supplies of copy paper, art materials, and enrichment supplies. This contribution does not pay for 
necessary personal school items such as pencils, notebooks, and notebook paper. Parents may review 
how the contributions are spent upon request. 

Optional contributions of $10.00 for our clinic and needs are also requested. These contributions 
are used to purchase needed clinic supplies and materials to support the technology in our school. 

You may make these contributions via MyPaymentsPlus. 

2. ATTENDANCE 

GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Statement of Policy 
School attendance is important because it underscores the significance of learning and the importance of 
obtaining an education in our society, in addition to helping students develop good work habits that will 
carry over in life. Good attendance also correlates strongly with improved grades and increased learning. 
A minimum level of attendance is required for attainment of the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) 
curriculum. The responsibility of school attendance is that of both parents and students. The 



            

              

    

          

                

                  

                 

                

                  

  

           

                 

             

             

              

                 

             

         

               

        

       

             

              

      

                 

  

                 

 

  

            

                

            

                 

              

           

             

                  

               

              

               

               

           

        

Superintendent has designated the minimum levels of attendance in procedure consistent with state 
standards. 
Definitions 
Truant - any child subject to compulsory attendance who during the school calendar year has more than 
five days of unexcused absences. 
Compulsory Attendance - Official Code of Georgia (20-2-690.2): Every parent, guardian, or other 
person residing within this state having control or charge of any child or children between their sixth 
and sixteenth birthdays shall enroll and send such child or children to a public school, a private school, or 
a home study program that meets the requirements for a public school, a private school, or home study 
program; and such child shall be responsible for enrolling in and attending a public school, a private 
school, or a home study program that meets the requirements for a public school, a private school, or a 
home study program. 
Excused Absences - State Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.10 defines the following as excused 
absences: 
1. Personal illness or attendance in school endangers a student’s health or the health of others. (i) Local 
boards of education may require students to present appropriate medical documentation upon the return 
to school for the purpose of validating that the absence is an excused absence. 

2. A serious illness or death in the student’s immediate family necessitating absence from school. (i) In 
the event of a serious illness in a student’s family, local boards of education may require students to 
present appropriate medical documentation regarding the family member upon return to school for the 
purpose of validating that the absence is an excused absence. 

3. A court order or an order by a government agency, including pre-induction physical examinations for 
service in the armed forces, mandating absence from school. 

4. Observing religious holidays, necessitating absence from school. 

5. Conditions rendering attendance impossible or hazardous to student health or safety. (For Gwinnett 
County Public Schools the closure of schools for hazardous conditions may only be made by the School 
Superintendent for the purposes of excused absences) 

6. Local boards of education may allow a period not to exceed one day for registering to vote or voting in 
a public election. 

7. Local boards of education shall count students present when they are serving as pages for the Georgia 
General Assembly 
Procedures for Absences 
To facilitate prompt, appropriate communication between the home and school, parents, guardians, or 
persons having charge or control of a student should notify the school immediately when there is a 
change in the student’s address and/or phone number as listed in school records. 
Parents or guardians are encouraged to call the school on the day of the student's absence to indicate 
the reason for the absence. Parents or guardians should also send a signed, written note or a 
completed Starling Attendance/Tardy form when the student returns to school explaining the 
reason for the absence, the date(s) of the absence(s), and a daytime phone number. Notes 
regarding the reason for a student absence must be received before the end of the 9 week period in 
which the absence occurred. If the student fails to bring a note, the absence will be regarded as 
unexcused until such time as the parent provides a written explanation for the absence. If a 
student has five unexcused absences, the school will make contact with the parent, guardian, or person 
having charge or control of the student to notify them of these absences and possible consequences. 

Possible consequences and interventions for unexcused absences, tardies, or excessive early checkouts 
may include but are not limited to the following: 
Referral to School Social Worker 

https://160-5-1-.10


               

                 

            

                

                 

             

Referral to Juvenile Court 
Referral to Social Service Agencies 

Once students have been absent for a total of ten days, they are considered “critical absentees”. 
Students who are registered in school, but are not attending regularly, and do not have permission to be 
absent from school are considered truant. Please note that vacations are not excused absences. It is 
our request that you will make every effort to schedule vacations at times when students are not 
in school. Please notify the teacher in advance if you have scheduled a vacation during the school year. 

Punctual and regular attendance for every student is very important. Class activities and direct instruction cannot be 
duplicated by assigning work. A regular attendance record has a direct effect on grades and attitude toward school. Please 
make every attempt to be in school every day and to be on time. 

A. Absences 
Certain absences are considered to be excused according to state guidelines. Excused absences include: 

● Personal illness or attendance in school endangering a student’s health or the health of others. 
● A serious illness or death in a student’s immediate family requiring absence from school. 
● A court order or an order by a governmental agency mandating absence from school. 
● Observing religious holidays, necessitating absence from school. 
● Conditions making attendance impossible or hazardous to student health or safety. 
● Serving as a page in the General Assembly. 

After an absence from school a student must present a written statement signed by a parent/guardian 
giving the reason for the absence. Emails will not be accepted. Should the reason be one noted above, your 
child’s absence will be marked excused as long as the written signed statement is received within 10 days of 
your child’s return to school. Refer to your Gwinnett County Public Schools Student/Parent Discipline & 
Intervention Handbook for more attendance information. 

If a student is absent one day, the teacher will give them make-up work when they return. If the 
student is absent more than one day, parents may request make-up work. Please allow 24 hours for the 
teacher to gather needed materials. Please do not drop by during instructional time to discuss make-up 
work with the teacher. Vacations and family outings are unexcused absences. Please do not ask teachers to 
provide make-up work in advance for planned trips. It is important to note that some work (classroom group 
work, experiments, discussions, for example) cannot be reasonably made up. However, the child will still be 
responsible for the learning on assessments. 

B. Partial Day Attendance 
To be counted present for the whole day, students must attend for at least the equivalent of half the school 
day. (8:15 am – 11:30 am or 11:30 am – 2:45 pm) 

C. Tardies 
If a child arrives after school has begun, an adult must come into the office with the child and sign 
him/her in. The office will give the student a note to enter class.  Please be aware of the time when bringing 
students to school. 

To be counted present for the whole school day, a student must be present for at least half of the school day. 
If a student arrives at school before 11:30 p.m., he/she will be counted as present for the whole day. Any 
student arriving after 11:30 p.m. will be counted as absent because he/she has missed more than half of the 
school day. 



 

 

 

The Starling average for student tardies continues to be a concern. Please help get your students to school on 

time every day. Students that come in late interrupt the learning of every other child in the classroom. A 

student that is tardy 3 or more times AND/OR checked out early 3 or more times will not be eligible to 

receive the perfect attendance award. Tardies must be accompanied by a medical or dental note to be 

excused. 

D. School Hours 
School hours are 8:15 a.m. until 2:45 p.m. If a student arrives at school after 8:15 a.m. an adult must 

“sign in” the student in the office. Students arriving late to school should report to the office with their 

parent/guardian/adult to sign in and complete tardy information. Please make every effort to be on time each 

day. A tardy student interrupts teaching and learning for all other students in the class. Students must be in 

their classroom at 8:15 a.m. or they will be marked tardy. Announcements begin at 8:15 a.m. Students should 

not be in the building any earlier than 7:45 a.m. The building is open for parents and visitors from 7:30 am -

3:30 pm. Doors will remain locked all day. Staff are not permitted to let visitors in before 7:30 am. 

E. Early Check-Out 
If students must leave during the school day for any reason the following procedures are expected: 

● A parent must sign the child out through the front receptionist. 
● Office personnel will locate the student. 
● Relatives, neighbors, etc. will not be allowed to check out any student unless authorization is on file. 
● Please be prepared to show a picture ID every time you check-out your child. 
● Do not go to the classroom to get your child. 
● If restrictions exist concerning individuals who may pick-up your child, please notify the school in 

WRITING. 
● If your child needs to leave early, please pick him/her up by 2:00 p.m. After 2:00 p.m. the students 

should either ride the bus or join the car riders for carpool pick up. 
● Cars are not allowed in the front drive. The bus lane is also a fire lane so no cars are permitted. 
● Students should gather all needed materials and books before leaving at dismissal time. Parents, do 

not bring your child back to the school to get things. Custodians will not let you in a classroom to get 
forgotten items. We are working on student responsibility, and we need your support. 

● A student that has 3 or more early checkouts will not be eligible to receive the perfect attendance 
award. 

F. Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 
● Please encourage your children to ride the bus (as often as possible) for these reasons: 

1. Fewer cars on the road help our environment. The quality of our air is important! Set a 
positive example for your children. Fewer cars reduce the traffic and the time it takes for all 
students to arrive and dismiss safely. 
2. Students riding the bus learn to follow rules and learn a different type of responsibility. 
Students learn to cooperate with others in a different way. We have strict rules and we 
enforce them. Let your children know that you expect them to learn to ride the bus safely and 
if there are problems we will work together to solve them. 
3. Riding the bus means your child will always be on time for school. 

● Walking to/from Starling Elementary is strongly discouraged due to high traffic and limited 
supervision. Any student that walks to and from school must have a note in writing on file signed by 
the parent/guardian. An adult should walk with the child to and from school. 

● There is no early check out after 2:00 p.m. Bus riders and day care students will be dismissed at 



    

2:45 p.m. 
● Announcements begin at 8:15 a.m. 
● Students must be in their classroom by 8:15 a.m. to be on time. Car riders may enter the building at 

7:35 a.m. 
● Buses will be given priority for loading and unloading in the front of school. Cars are not allowed to 

drive in the front driveway. 
● All car riders are dropped off and picked up on the parking lot side of the building. Students are not 

allowed to meet parents in the parking lot. Parents must remain in their vehicle while in the carpool 
line. Remember, safety is important for all students. Car riders should never be dropped off in the 
front of the building unless they are accompanied by an adult. No parking in the bus lane is 
permitted. 

● Try to have students exit on the right side (passenger) side of the vehicle near the sidewalk. 
● The car pool line will start at the designated “start” line at 7:35 am. Please stop at the crosswalk and 

do not block it. Parents are asked to refrain from talking on cell phones while dropping off and picking 
up students. Also, do not idle as little lungs are at work. Car rider drop off ends promptly at 8:15 am. 

● Car rider tags are required to be displayed in order to pick up students. ID will be required if the car 
rider tag is not available. 

● Students transportation should be consistent each day. Any change or variation in the transportation 

method for an elementary aged child causes undue stress on the child and the school to ensure safety 

each day. Students who come to school on the bus should return home on the same bus. Any changes 

must be in writing from the parent. Gwinnett County Public Schools will no longer allow transportation 

changes on buses unless it is an emergency situation. The amount of time required by the office for 

transportation changes warrants no checkouts being permitted after 2:00 p.m. for any student. This 

will allow us time to prepare for a safe dismissal of our students each day. Written notification by 

the parent must be received in the office before 2:00 pm before any transportation changes can 

occur. In absence of a note written by the parent, a child will be placed on his/her usual mode of 

transportation. We will not take a child’s word about his/her dismissal procedure. Transportation 

changes will not be taken over the phone. If you have a question or a concern about a route or driver, 

please call the transportation department at 678-377-8952 to speak with the transportation 

supervisor. School Bus Safety Policies and Procedures are included in the Student/Parent 

Discipline and Intervention Handbook. 

Please know that our goal is for students to arrive and dismiss safely. The task of dismissing 
students safely and quickly continues to challenge all of us. We must all work together 
cooperatively and positively for the safe arrival and dismissal of all students. Thank you for 
following these rules and procedures! 

3. Class Parties 

Gwinnett County Board of Education policy permits two school parties each year on days designated by the 
individual school. Your child’s teacher will provide information regarding those parties. If you wish to help on 
these occasions, please contact your child’s teacher. No other parties, including birthday parties, will be 
allowed. There are no parties for holidays such as Halloween, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day and 
Easter, etc. Parents may provide cupcakes, cookies, or order ice cream from the school for the class on their 
child’s birthday. No drinks or party favors are permitted. Healthy snacks are requested and encouraged in lieu 
of sugary foods at all times. Please do not check out siblings/children from other classes, schools to attend 
parties. 



    4. CLINIC/STUDENT ILLNESS AT SCHOOL 
A. Clinic Attendant 
We are fortunate to have Mrs. Kathy Davenport, RN, as our clinic attendant. Your donation of clinic supplies 
is very important and appreciated! 

When a child becomes ill at school, the school nurse determines if the parent should be contacted. We must 
have the name and phone number of a friend or relative that can be reached if you are not available. We 
should also have your work number. 

Please do not send your child to school sick with a note requesting that the teacher send your child to the 
clinic. Be considerate of other students by caring for your child at home. It is the responsibility of the 
parents to see that medical treatment is given to their child. Our clinic is not designed for lengthy sick care 
and a sick child has the potential of causing others to become ill. It is only appropriate as a holding area for no 
more than one hour until a parent arrives. 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Professionals recommends that students: 
● Who have vomited or those with fever remain at home until the child has been “fever free” for 24 

hours without the aid of medication. 
● Who need an antibiotic, take the antibiotic 24 hours before returning to school. 

All parents should adhere to these guidelines to help us maintain a sick-free environment. 

B. Medications 
Parents should bring any medication to and from the clinic. Parents need to complete a required form 
concerning medication before medicine can be dispensed at school. Whenever it is absolutely necessary that 
medication be given to a student during the school day, the following guidelines apply: 

● Parents must bring medication to the clinic and complete forms for medicine to be dispensed. 
● If prescription medication is necessary during school hours, the parents must complete the permission 

form provided by the school system which must contain the same information as that on the 
prescription bottle. These forms are available in the clinic. 

● Prescription medications must be maintained in the original prescription container. 
● Each time the medication dosage changes, the prescription bottle label must be changed to reflect 

the dose ordered by the physician. 
● Medication needed for long periods of time should have an updated request from the parent/physician 

yearly. 
● If over the counter medication is required on an as needed basis, the parent/guardian must furnish a 

written request which includes date, student’s first and last name, name of medication, dose and time 
to be administered and reason for medication. Medications must be received at school from the 
parent/legal guardian in the original container. If the medication is to be administered for more than 
one day, the Administration of Medication Request Form must be completed. 

● Medications received in anything other than the appropriate child-proof container cannot be 
administered at school. 

When medication is discontinued, any medication remaining must be picked up from the clinic by the parent. If 
the medication is not picked up within two weeks of discontinuation, it will be destroyed by the clinic 
attendant. 

All medication must be administered by the school clinic. The practice of sending individual medications to 



      

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
                   

                   

                  

               

 
              

               

 

 
             

                  

                

 
 

school with the child in lunch boxes, book bags, etc., is hazardous and forbidden. Reactions to the drug 
taken might not be recognized by school personnel and the inappropriate treatment might be rendered. 
Therefore, children should NEVER have medications of any kind in their possession. Peanut/Other Allergies – 
Major Illnesses 

5. COLLECTION OF MONEY FROM STUDENTS 
For security purposes, MyPaymentsPlus.com is the preferred method of payment for student meals, fees and 
activities. There is no concern of loss or theft. Parents have the convenience of making school related 
payments in one location. Creating an account is simple and free using your student’s ID number. Please see our 
website for instructions. 

Communication With Parents 
Gwinnett County Public Schools finds that the quickest and most effective way to resolve a concern 
regarding your child is by addressing it at the most direct level. 
In our school district, we care about each and every student. We also believe that open and honest 
communication between parents and teachers is a key to student success. Thank you for partnering with your 
child’s teacher and school to address any concerns. 
1. Teacher - First, talk to your child’s teacher or a counselor at school for assistance. Most concerns are 
resolved at the 
classroom level. 
2. Assistant Principal - If the concern is not resolved at the classroom level, please visit with your child’s 
assistant principal. 
3. Principal - If working with the AP does not adequately address the issue, please meet with the school 
principal. 
4. Assistant Superintendent - If the issue persists, please call 678-301-6000, and ask to speak to the 
assistant superintendent who is assigned to the school your child attends. 
5. Associate Superintendent's Office - If, after following steps one through four, your concern has not been 
resolved to your satisfaction, please contact the Associate Superintendent for School Improvement and 
Operations. 
Other Resources 
If you are experiencing an emergency, dial 9-1-1. The GCPS Hotline for anonymous reporting of potential 
violence is 770-822-6513. If you have a non-emergency criminal concern, please contact local law enforcement. 

Communicating effectively with our parents is a staff priority. Please be patient with our staff as we teach and 

support students during the day. Our primary request is to email the teacher first for questions and then allow them 
to respond within 24-28 hours. You may also call the school to speak to an administrator, counselor or support 
teacher if needed. There are a number of ways we communicate with parents throughout the year: 

My eCLASS: Starling students have access to an individual student portal where they can access grades, 

assignments, news and online texts, among other pertinent resources. We encourage students to access their student 
portal daily. 

Parent Portal: The Gwinnett Parent Portal allows parents access to pertinent information regarding their student(s). 

To access the Portal, parents will set up one secure account that will provide access to test history, attendance, 
conduct and weekly grade updates for all their children. Details will be shared by the classroom teacher. 

Class Dojo: Some teachers and staff may use this as a means of keeping you updated about students 
assignments, reminders, needs, etc. This method is for short bits of information. We ask that you use email as 
your primary method of communication. 

https://MyPaymentsPlus.com


 

    

 

 

6. DRESS AND PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
The student dress code is designed to reduce the likelihood of distraction and to maintain an academic focus in 
the classroom and on campus. The purpose of the student dress code is not to inhibit any person’s taste in 
attire, but to better facilitate the process of education through reasonable guidelines of “dress” instilling 
dignity and pride. Our staff requests a partnership with parents to observe the following guidelines when 
purchasing school attire. 

● The wearing of or absence of any item of clothing that will distract from the learning process of 
other students or clothing with offensive words and/or the advertising of drugs or alcoholic 
beverages will not be tolerated. Gang attire is prohibited. 

● Avoid clothes that promote unhealthy attitudes toward school or groups of people. 
● Caps/hats and/or hoods on coats or sweatshirts are not to be worn on heads in the building. Hats may 

be worn only on special events as specified. 
● Bike shorts (spandex) and short shorts should not be worn to school. 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 

students’ skirts, shorts/skorts should be fingertip length or longer. Capris are encouraged for 3rd 
4th and 5th grade girls if shorts cannot be found in the appropriate length. Girls are encouraged to 
wear shorts or leggings under appropriate length dresses/skirts. 

● Spaghetti strap tops and tank tops must be worn over or under a garment that covers the shoulders 
for all students. Tops for all students should be long enough to cover the midriff when arms are 
raised to shoulder level. 

● Low riding pants and/or baggy jeans are not appropriate for school. Undergarments should not be 
visible. 

● Tank tops, muscle shirts, midriff jerseys, chains, see-through or mesh jerseys, and torn clothing are 
not acceptable wear for school. 

● Shoes that have skates in the sole should not be worn to school. Even if the skates are pushed in or 
taken out, these shoes are not appropriate for school. Closed toed shoes or sandals are preferred 
over flip flops to avoid injury. 

● Athletic shoes should be worn on the days the students have PE. 
● Make-up, perfumes/colognes, scented lotion and scented body sprays can be used at home but not be 

brought to school. 
● Tight leggings are not appropriate for school unless the top garment is at fingertip length or longer. 

Parents will be called and asked to bring a change of clothes if a child is dressed inappropriately. Parents and 
visitors can assist by being role models for appropriate dress as they visit our school. 

Adult Attire: 
Parents are required to enter the building appropriately dressed. Shoes are required at all times and parents 
are asked to refrain from wearing swimsuits with cover-ups and/or pajamas. 

Spirit Days 

● College Spirit Days are held each Monday. On these days, students and staff wear their College 
inspired T-shirts that are appropriate for school. We are working to increase awareness of college and 
career readiness as a school and on these Mondays students will learn about college and how to 
prepare even at a young age for a bright future. 

● Starling Spirit Days are held each Friday. On these days, students and staff members wear their 
Starling T-shirts or dress in our school colors of Green, Gold, White and Navy Blue. Catch the Starling 
spirit as these days are noted on the calendar pages. 



 

7. “Forgotten Items” 
It is important that we keep instructional interruptions to a minimum. If it is necessary to bring books, 
lunches, or other supplies to your child during the day, the items need to be dropped off in the front office. 
We have a procedure in place for delivering the items or having the teacher pick up the items, but we will not 
interrupt class. Students will not be allowed to call home for forgotten items. Students also will not be able 
to enter the building after school to retrieve forgotten homework, lunch boxes/bags, cell phone, tablets, 
etc. We appreciate your support in this area. We want our students to take responsibility for remembering to 
bring items to school and to take all of their items at the end of the day. Emergencies are considered for 
every case. 

8. GIFTED EDUCATION 
The Gwinnett County Public Schools gifted education program serves students in grades K-12 by providing 
academic challenges for those who are intellectually advanced. The gifted program is called FOCUS at the 
elementary level, PROBE at the middle grades and Gifted Program at the high school level. 

The classes offer accelerated learning and enriched academic curriculum experiences that focus on and extend 
Gwinnett County Public Schools' Academic Knowledge and Skills. Students are identified and placed in gifted 
education based on criteria established by the Georgia General Assembly and the George State Board of 
Education. Students who transfer from gifted education programs within the state of Georgia have 
reciprocity into the Gwinnett program providing the original placement was correctly completed. Students who 
transfer from out-of-state must meet Georgia requirements. Parents should notify the school when 
registering their child that he/she was identified as a gifted education student in their previous school. 

A school’s gifted eligibility team reviews referrals at the beginning, middle and end of each school year to 
determine which students will be evaluated. A child may be referred once during grades K-2, once in grades 
3-5, once in middle school and once during high school. The evaluation includes the student’s mental aptitude, 
achievement, creativity and motivation. Private evaluations and testing may not be substituted for test data 
generated by the local school. 

9. GRADES/ASSESSMENT 
Gwinnett County Public Schools require that students receive grades in academic areas each semester. 
Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled in September and February. Parents and/or teachers may request 
additional parent conferences if needed. Assessments and grades reflect a student’s achievement and 
progress of the outlined Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) for each grade level. Each teacher will review 
classroom grading policies and procedures at Parent Orientation. 

1. Kindergarten 
● The Georgia Kindergarten (GKIDS) is the formal assessment instrument used in all Georgia 

kindergarten classes. 
● The kindergarten report card is designed to be used to assist teachers in evaluating the on-going 

growth and development of each student. The most widely used source of on-going evaluation data is 
the teacher’s observation on a daily basis. 

2. Grade 1 
Progress reports use the following scale to report grades in all areas: 

E Excellent 
S Satisfactory 
N Needs Improvement 
U Unsatisfactory 
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3. Grades 2-5 
Student AKS achievement is graded by A, B, C, D, U defined as follows: 

A 90-100 Excellent Progress 
B 80- 89 Above Average Progress 

74- 79 Average Progress 
D 70- 73 Below Average Progress 
U 0- 69 Unsatisfactory Progress 

Special Areas, Conduct, and Work Habits reporting scale: 
E Excellent 
S Satisfactory 
N Needs Improvement 
U Unsatisfactory 

Parents, please notify your classroom teacher if you have any question about your child’s grade. Parents are 
encouraged to request a conference with the teacher at any time. Parents are key players in the academic 
success of students. Make a special effort to attend each parent conference. Parents may check their child’s 
grades, attendance, lunch account, and textbook status online at any time via the Parent Portal. See the front 
office staff if you need to sign up. Parents can access student grades any time using the Parent Portal. To gain 
access, fill out the form located on our website and present your photo ID to a front office employee. 

10. HOMEWORK 
Home study is a necessary part of each student’s educational program. Each student may be expected to 
spend some time in home study in addition to scheduled class instruction to achieve satisfactory work. Some 
assignments may be long range in nature and require planned time for their completion. Students should be 
certain they understand the assignment when the teacher gives it and do their best to complete the task. 
When they have trouble they should seek help from parents or siblings. If students continue to struggle, 
please notify the teacher. If students have finished their homework, or were not given any specific 
assignments, it is recommended that they read or practice math facts in order to improve their skills. Our 
faculty strongly urges each student to read every night independently or with an adult and/or write in a 
journal. Assignments should always be completed by the student not the parent. Students should use the 
agenda book to help learn organizational skills. Please use the agenda book as a daily home to school 
communication tool. Homework procedures vary by grade level including time required and amount given. As we 
continue to increase our technology integration, many student homework assignments will be placed on their 
individual eclass pages. 

Please do not rescue your child if he/she forgets homework, books, or lunch. Your child will learn to be 
responsible if you allow him/her to accept the consequences of forgetting. If you rescue your child and bring 
the items to school, the parent assumes the responsibility, not the child. To maintain an instructional focus 
and not interrupt instruction, our policy is to place all items brought by parents in the teacher’s mailbox. The 
items are not taken to the student. The teacher will see these items at planning time, lunch, or maybe even 
after school. Therefore, the student cannot count on receiving these items when needed. Consequences for 
not having homework or needed materials are still earned if the items are placed in the teacher’s mailbox. 

11. LOST AND FOUND 
Lost and found items are located in the lunchroom in the school. A student may check for a lost item at any 
time with the teacher’s permission. Unclaimed lost and found items are periodically donated to charity. 



   12. MEAL PROGRAM 
Nutri-Menu is a new approach to menu planning for the School Nutrition Program. The new approach 
emphasizes the nutrient content of the meal rather than the number and type of foods offered. Meals will be 
analyzed regularly to assure that the nutritional needs of the students are being met by age group in the 
following areas: Total calories, Fat, Saturated Fat, Protein, Carbohydrates, Calcium, Vitamin A and C, and Iron. 

A. Reimbursable Lunches for School Year 2022-2023 
All lunches are planned using a Food-Based Menu Planning Approach and contain 5 food components- Fruits, 
Vegetables, Grains, Meat/Meat Alternate and Milk. A reimbursable meal must contain 3 of the 5 components 
at a minimum and 5 of the 5 components at a maximum. A reimbursable meal must also contain at least one 
serving of the fruit or vegetable component. Students may take up to 2 servings from the fruit and vegetable 
component. 

B. Meals 
Student breakfasts are $1.50. Student lunches are $2.25 plus $.40 for extra milk. Adult lunches are $3.75. 
Students are encouraged to purchase meal accounts. Students in grades 3-5 are allowed to use their meal 
account to buy extra food items if they purchase a school lunch. If parents do not want extra food items 
purchased, a block can be placed on the meal account. You can pay for your child’s lunch on MyPaymentsPlus.com 
using their student number. Free or reduced price lunches will be provided for those students whose families 
meet federal guidelines. If parents wish to apply for free or reduced price lunches, forms are available from 
the school office and on the Gwinnett County Public Schools web site. Parents/Guardians are highly encouraged 
to apply online. Visit http://gwinnett.schoollunchapp.com to begin the application process. Parents are invited 
to eat lunch with their child. Parents/Guardians should say "good bye” to their student in the cafeteria so 
that the teacher can begin instructional time after lunch. Please plan to buy lunch at school or bring lunch 
from home. Fast food or any restaurant food may not be dropped off in the office for students. Please do not 
bring carbonated drinks or sodas to school. Soy milk and water can be offered to students with dairy allergies. 
A doctor’s note must be provided for a courtesy beverage. Courtesy beverages are water and soy milk. 

ATTENTION PARENTS: Did you know that when your student qualifies for free lunch, they also qualify for 
free breakfast? Yes it's true! The Rams Cafe invites all free lunch participants to join us for a nutritious 
breakfast each morning beginning at 7:45 a.m. 

Students 
Elementary school students will be allowed to charge up to $11.25. 
Charges are not allowed for supplemental or ala carte items. 

Once the charge limit has been met the student may receive a designated alternate meal at no charge as 
defined by the School Nutrition Program. 

A charge notice will be completed for each occurrence and notification will be sent home to the 
parent/guardian through the student. Additionally, once the charge limit has been met the parent/guardian will 
be notified by the local school via phone call, letter, or email. 

A charge list will be provided to the Principal at the end of every month and upon request. 

Charging for meals will not be allowed after April 28
th 

. 

The charge policy will be communicated to parents/students via student handbooks, SNP & local school 
websites, and letter. 

http://gwinnett.schoollunchapp.com
https://MyPaymentsPlus.com


   

  

Adults 
Charges are not allowed for supplemental or ala carte items. 

Refunds 
Refunds may be processed at the local school level up to $50. Any refund over $50 shall be processed through 
the SNP Central Office by submitting a Refund Request Form available on the SNP website. 

C. Lunchroom Visitors 
All lunchroom visitors must show a photo ID and be on the students contact list. Please plan to eat with your 
child at a guest table. Students are not allowed to invite a classmate to join them at the guest tables. All 
students at classroom tables are expected to adhere to “no-talking” anytime music is playing. We try to 
balance these quiet times with liberal opportunities to talk softly at the table. Parents could help by modeling 
using a quiet voice when talking to students and other parents. Fast food should not be brought into the 
cafeteria. Fast food or any restaurant food may not be dropped off in the office for students. Visitors are 
welcomed to eat lunch with their child Monday – Friday at their scheduled lunch time. 

13. MEDIA CENTER 
A. Media Center 
In the media center we help students locate reading materials, use online kid friendly databases, become 
discriminating information locators, and teach information literacy skills. Our collection of materials has been 
developed to support and enrich classroom study as well as promote the love of reading. 

B. Circulation Procedures 
Books circulate for a two week time period. Children in kindergarten can check out one book at a time. Children 
in grades one through five are able to have two books checked out at one time. You may want to help your child 
decide on a special spot at home for their library materials so they are not lost, damaged or forgotten. All 
students are taught and expected to follow media center procedures. 

If the materials are not returned after two weeks, they are considered overdue. Students who have overdue 
books will not be allowed to check out another book until the overdue book is either returned or paid for. The 
fee for lost or damaged books at the elementary level are: hardback: $15.00, paperback: $5.00, and 
magazines: $3.00. Returning books on time allows more children to enjoy the materials we have. Payments are 
to be made online using mypaymentsplus.com 

Materials are due back by 9:00 am each morning. 

14. MESSAGES 
A. Messages to Teachers 
Calls will be received by the school between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Messages will be taken for teachers to 
return calls. Instructional times cannot be interrupted. Teachers will return phone/Dojo messages, and email 
messages within 24 – 48 hours. 

B. Messages to Students 
Only messages of an emergency nature can be delivered to students. Please remember that our purpose is to 
provide an excellent learning environment. That purpose is not compatible with interruptions. Use of the 
telephones by children is permitted only in emergency situations. Students will not be pulled out of class to 
come to take a phone call or to visit with parents. Additionally, students are not allowed to text parents 

https://mypaymentsplus.com


 

  

during the school day. 

15. PARENT VISITATION/OBSERVATIONS/VOLUNTEERS 

School Council: The purpose of the School Council is to develop and nurture parent participation, bring 

parents, community and educators together to better understand and respect each other’s concerns, and to 
share ideas for school improvement. The Council is governed by guidelines established in Georgia Law. The 
council will meet 4 times per year (see calendar section of this handbook), and the meetings are open to the 
public. 

Volunteers: Volunteers assist our school in many ways, such as listening or reading to students, working with 
student activities, making learning games and activities and helping with media center materials. Volunteers are 
invaluable in helping meet the needs of students. You are encouraged to be active in our school. 

Visitation of School and Classrooms: For the protection of all children, visitors must check in through the 
office. During your visit the regular school program must continue, so please do not expect the teacher to hold 
a conference with you at this time. A prior appointment for classroom visitation is required so we may 
maximize instructional time and minimize any disruptions to instruction. Visitors will receive and wear a 
visitor’s sticker during this visit. If it is necessary to bring books, lunches, or other supplies to your child 
during the day, please leave the items in the school office. There is a procedure in place for getting items to 
the classroom. It is important that we prevent interruptions to instruction. If you have any concerns during 
your visit to Starling please notify an administrator. Any concerns must be addressed by staff only. 

Parents need to be aware of educational experiences and progress of their children, and teachers need to know 
their students’ parents. A conference is an ideal way for parents and teachers to get to know one another so 
that the best interest of the child is realized. Teachers will be available for conferences either before or 
after the hours of student attendance. Conferences must be scheduled in advance via e-mail, a telephone call 
or a note to the teacher. 
Parents are always welcome to come and have a school lunch with their children. Parents may sit with their 
children at the parent tables in the cafeteria. Parents are expected to hold responsible and kind conversations 
at all times around students. Cell phones disrupt the learning environment and must be turned off upon 
entering the building. Picture taking is also discouraged and not allowed due to privacy issues. Younger children 
accompanying parents in the school building must be under your direct supervision at all times and are not 
allowed in the classroom or on the playground during your visit. 

Volunteers are invaluable in helping meet the needs of students and staff. Volunteers offer positive 
influences to promote character and well-being. They can assist us in many ways, such as reading to students, 
helping in classrooms, and in the media center. We encourage active participation of volunteers at Starling 
Elementary. As you work with our students, please refrain from taking pictures or videos unless advised. 
There is a mandatory orientation and process that must be followed prior to volunteering every school year. 

GCPS Visitors to Schools and Classrooms Procedure 
Any visitor with legitimate business on school grounds must sign in at the Main Office and show a photo ID (or 
an Administrative Office) and request a visitor's pass. The visitor's pass must be clearly visible the entire 
time the visitor is on campus. 

To ensure the safety and confidentiality of students, Gwinnett Public Schools limits classroom visitors to: 

During School Hours 
The parents/guardians (or court appointed guardians) of current students; 



  

 

    

Other family members of current students who are approved by the student’s parent/guardian; and 
Those persons invited by the Gwinnett County Public Schools for official business. 

The principal or designee may, at his/her discretion, grant or deny permission for classroom visits and 
determine the duration of time. 

Students should not bring student visitors to school. 

Parents and visitors should make an appointment to see a teacher, the principal, the assistant principals, 
counselors, other staff members, or to visit their children's classes. 

Volunteers are welcome and should be coordinated with your child’s teacher in advance. Small children are not 
permitted in the classroom during volunteer times to avoid class interruption. 

After School Hours 
No students or unauthorized visitors may remain on the school campus after regular school hours without 
supervision. 

School Authority 
School personnel have the authority to warn persons trespassing to leave the facilities or properties. Persons 
who refuse are subject to prosecution under the laws of the State of Georgia. 

Parents are welcome as partners and seen as major players for student success. Parents are invited and 
encouraged to eat lunch with their child. Parents must meet and say “good bye” in the cafeteria so 
instruction time can be maximized. 

16. SCHOOL ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
A. Birth Certificates 
Kindergarten and First Grade students entering school must present a certified copy of their birth 
certificate. Children must be five years old on or before September 1st to enroll in the Kindergarten program. 
Students must be six years old on or before September 1st to enroll in first grade. 

B. Immunization Certificates, form 3231 
Before official enrollment, all students enrolling in a Georgia school must have on file an official Georgia 
Department of Human Resources Certificate of Immunization. These certificates may be secured from local 
physicians or the County Health Department. Students enrolling in Kindergarten will be required to show proof 
of three immunizations for Hepatitis B, 2 MMR’s and Varicella (chicken pox). All fifth grade students must 
have a current immunization before entering the sixth grade. 

C. Hearing, Vision, and Dental Certificates, form 3300 
All students entering school for the first time must present a certificate of ear, eye, and dental examination 
by the Health Department, a physician and/or dentist licensed by the State of Georgia. 

D. Social Security Numbers for Students 
The state requests a social security number for each student. Parents may bring a copy of their child’s social 
security number or elect to sign a waiver. 

E. Proof of Residency 
School officials must require the parent or guardian to provide documents as proof of residency in the district 



   

 

and attendance zone at the time a student is initially enrolled in a school. A settlement statement, warranty 
deed or lease agreement and one current gas, light, or water bill (no cell phone bills) may be used for this 
purpose. In a situation where residence is with a family in our attendance area, a form must be obtained from 
the school to be completed and notarized by the legal resident. Parents may be required to update residency 
information periodically as requested by the office. Students must remain in the Starling attendance zone or 
be on an approved permissive transfer in order to stay enrolled. 

Students may only be registered by a birth parent, legal guardian, or adoptive parent with legal documentation 
and picture ID. Step parents are not authorized to register students. 

F. School Closing/Early Dismissal Due to Emergencies 
If bad weather causes school to be canceled or dismissed early, public announcements will be made on GCPS 
Television, on the school system’s web site (www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us) and via metro Atlanta radio and television 
stations. Cancellations usually are announced shortly after 6 AM. DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. Please have 
a plan for your child in case the school dismisses early due to inclement weather or for emergency reasons. 
Work with a neighbor or friend and make sure your child knows what to do. 

G. Withdrawal From School 
When withdrawing from school, it is necessary for the enrolling parent to notify the registrar. Withdrawal 
forms must be completed, bills paid and textbooks returned before a student’s record is cleared. In order to 
make sure these things can be done and to ensure a smooth withdrawal process, parents must contact the 
registrar 24 hours in advance of the withdrawal. We are not able to prepare withdrawal packets for immediate 
pickups. If a child is absent from school for 10 consecutive days with no contact, the child will be withdrawn. 

H. Change of Address or Phone Number 
Parents are responsible for bringing proper documentation to the school office when any change of address or 
phone number occurs. The school cannot be held responsible for failure to communicate if we are not informed 
of such changes. This applies not only to home phone numbers, but also to business and emergency phone 
numbers of parents or neighbors. 

For emergency purposes, we must have updated information on each student. Please notify the school in 
writing if there is any change of address or phone numbers. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. A change of 
address will require updated residency information. 

17. STUDENT CLUBS 
As the school year begins, students and parents will be notified about extra-curricular clubs and other 
opportunities for students and parents to be involved. Check your child’s Friday folder and/or the Starling 
website for updated information. 

18. STUDENT CONDUCT 
Starling Elementary School is dedicated to providing our community with a world-class education for all 

students. Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is an approach to teaching and supporting 

positive behaviors that meet the needs of every student. This school-wide approach to discipline focuses on 

building a safe and positive learning environment where outstanding learning can occur. 

The foundation of PBIS at Starling Elementary is comprised of our “Rams Expectations:” 

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us


   

● Reach for Excellence 
● Act Responsibly 
● Model Kindness 
● Seek Solutions 

These are the characteristics that we want to instill in our students as they grow into young adulthood. The 
behavior expectations will be taught, reinforced, and students will receive recognition when expectations are 
met in all school settings. We are excited and dedicated to continue implementing PBIS at Starling Elementary 
since we believe that a positive and caring learning environment is what all students, parents and teachers 
desire. 

Rules are designed to notify students about the types and ranges of behaviors that are unacceptable. 
Nevertheless, every specific variation of the prohibited conduct may not have been included. Consequently, 
students should expect to be disciplined for misconduct that is so obviously inappropriate. A specific rule 
need not be written for every conceivable variation of behavior that directly affects the orderly mission of 
the school. The decisions made by the administration regarding discipline consequences are final. 

The behavior expectations will be taught, reinforced, and students will receive recognition when expectations 

are met in all school settings as shown on the matrix below. Therefore, we always expect our students to make 

the best choices regarding their behavior. 

Logical Consequences for Misbehavior: 

We are striving to provide a school program that allows all students to feel successful and at the same time, 
develop self-discipline. No student should interfere with the rights of others to learn. Each student is 



        

    

 

   

expected to cooperate with teachers and fellow students and treat one another with cooperation, respect, and

empathy.

The responsibility for a student’s conduct is shared by the school and home. Parents will be made aware of

behavior problems. We ask that you be supportive in working with the child and the school to help solve the

problem. Each teacher will communicate the classroom and school rules utilizing the Positive Behavior

Instructional Support (PBIS) approach to discipline.

We always expect our students to make the best choices regarding their behavior. In the event that they do

not make those positive choices, every misbehavior will be individually assessed and considered within the

Gwinnett County Discipline policies and procedures.

Additionally, we will determine consequences related to the PBIS and Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

framework. As in the past, we will use the EDDI system to collect data for each student, however the

consequences, will be based on logical consequences based on the misbehavior.

Such Logical Consequences could include but not limited to:

● Call to parent/guardian

● Class Dojo connection (earning consequence)

● Warning, Administrative Detention,Opportunity Room

● Time out, Refocus and/or visit to buddy teacher

● Discussion with counselor and/or administrator

● Out-of-School Suspension

19. STUDENT INSURANCE PROGRAM

Accident insurance is available to all students in the Gwinnett School System. Parents interested should pick

up insurance brochures at registration. If more information is needed, please contact the school office.

20. STUDENT SAFETY

One of our strategic goals addresses the safety and security of students, teachers, and visitors. Persons who

interfere with the security of the school cannot be permitted to impede the school’s purposes. Our cluster

Resource Officer works with us as we plan and implement safety drills. During the school year we will practice

fire drills, tornado drills, evacuation drills and lock-down procedures to provide the safe environment our

students need and deserve. Please follow the directions of school personnel if you are present during any of

these drills or practices. Please turn off your cell phone before entering Starling Elementary.

21. Technology Integration
A variety of innovative technology, including classroom computers, computer labs, school wide networking, video

production and telecommunications including Internet access, is incorporated into all aspects of our

instructional services. With all of this technology, there is the need for emphasis on proper and ethical use.

Student access is a privilege - not a right! Inappropriate use will result in a loss of this privilege as well as

disciplinary action.

The following guidelines have been established:

● Students will be issued a GCPS device to use at school or at home. Students should practice

appropriate use and care of the device.

● Students will not be permitted to copy school software or to bring software from home to copy onto



               

  

     

the school computers. 
● Students’ actions will be monitored and they will be held responsible for information viewed, received 

and sent when using telecommunications to link to services outside the school. These guidelines are in 
accordance with the Gwinnett County Student Behavior Policy. 

● Students will agree to a Responsible Use Policy (RUP) stating they will use the school computers for 
appropriate educational purposes. If students do not follow the RUP guidelines or do not sign an RUP 
they will not be permitted to use the school computers. 

● When using the Internet, students will understand that they will be held responsible for their actions, 
keeping in mind the following rules: 
1. Internet use is limited to the gathering of information related to classroom assignments. 
2. Starling Elementary students may only go to Internet sites that have been previewed by a 

teacher or are linked to the Starling Elementary web site at www.gcpsk12.org/StarlingES. 
3. Students may not gain unauthorized access to other people’s files or programs. 

4. Students may not make changes to the hardware or software configurations of any machine. 

A. 1:1 
GCPS is a 1:1 district. Students do not need to bring a personal device from home. 

B. CELL PHONES 
Starling Elementary School does NOT allow the use of cell phones. If students have a cell phone, it should be 

turned OFF and kept in the student’s book bag. Students should NOT use phones to take or share pictures, 

play music, or text others while at school. 

C. ELECTRONIC DEVICES/TABLETS 
Students are not to use the devices to text, facetime, take pictures, listen to music, call friends or parents, 

etc. Students may not use the device at recess or in the hallway. Devices are to be used only for instructional 

purposes. 

D. eCLASS 

eCLASS is a Gwinnett County’s Electronic Content, Learning, Assessment, and Support System. Students will 

use eCLASS regularly at school and at home to access digital textbooks, content based games and resources, 

leveled readers, the media catalog, databases through the online research library, and their teachers’ eCLASS 

page. Students will sign in to eCLASS at school first in order to set their password for the year. 

E. Google Workspace for Education 

Students have access to the google app suite through the student portal. These tools should be used for 

instructional purposes only. Students should not share items unless specifically instructed to do so by their 

teacher. School email should NOT be used to communicate with other students. Usage is monitored by 

Gwinnett County Public Schools. Parents are encouraged to check their child’s “My Drive” and “Shared With 

Me” areas in order to monitor activity. 

www.gcpsk12.org/StarlingES

