
Lovin’ Our Chickens!  
Why chickens? Having chickens ties into multiple science, math, and social studies standards 
across all grade levels!  Not only are students learning standards through our chickens, but 

they are doing it with real-world, hands on experiences.  Caring for these chickens also teaches 
our students about responsibility and where some of our food comes from. 

In preK and second grade students learn about life cycles.  In fact, during the hatching, PreK 
and second graders worked collaboratively to learn about life cycles!  PreK students asked 

questions, made hypothesis, and gathered data by recording observations and counting down 
the days until the eggs hatched.  

Second graders used math to research chickens to figure out what size coop we needed for 
our chickens. During science, they study animal life cycles as well.  This year, second graders 
will be gathering and graphing the eggs, which ties into their measurement standards (bar 

graphs) and also cooking some eggs with their properties of matter unit in science!  

In kindergarten, they spend time comparing plants and animals so many lessons are taught 
out in our STEAM garden with the chickens and the plants we are growing! Kindergartners also 

learn about the difference between organisms and non-living objects. 

First grade has Tower Gardens in their classrooms, which they use to grow vegetables and 
feed our local community. Tower Gardens are hydroponic vertical indoor growing systems that 

do not use soil.  Remnants from the vegetables will also be fed to our chickens as chickens 
LOVE veggies! First graders also learn about the basic needs of plants and animals by designing 

solutions to ensure that the chickens have all of their needs met. 

Third graders not only learn about soil and composting, but in social studies they learn about 
economics and marketing which will help us sell our eggs!  Third graders will help us figure out 
how to best insulate the coop during the upcoming cold winter months during their heat unit. 

In science, they learn about external adaptations and how these adaptations allow the 
chickens to survive in their habitat.   

In fourth grade, they learn about role of organisms and flow of energy within an ecosystem.  
How are chickens producers, consumers, and decomposers? They also learn about food 

chains!  

In fifth grade, students study how microorganisms benefit or harm larger organisms. Students 
will research the question “How are chicken microorganisms beneficial for composting in our 
garden?” They also learn about behaviors versus traits and classification of plants and animals 

and chemical and physical changes (cooking eggs).   



Not only do chickens cover many specific standards, but experiencing chickens also 
incorporates many of our Science and Engineering Practices across all grade levels.  Some of 

these include:  obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information, asking questions, 
planning and carrying out investigations, analyzing and interpreting data, and using 

mathematical and computational thinking. 

All about our chickens: We have a variety of chickens!   We have nine hens….Buff Orpington, 
Buckeye, Ameraucana, Plymouth Rock and Brahma.   Our chickens typically eat chicken feed, 

bugs, and veggies from our indoor and outdoor gardens.   

Sustainability and Upkeep:  We work with business partners, such as Tractor Supply, Buck 
Jones Nursery, and Ace Hardware for supplies, advice, and care of our chickens.  Our chickens 
have a large feeder (15 lb) and 2 gallon water dispenser which means they will have access to 

feed and water at all times.  They can have fruits and veggies daily if desired! During the 
summers, we will have families “adopt” the chickens for a week and come fill their water and 

feed bins.  Parents will have access to the feed in our storage bin and to the water spigot.  

 

Learn Chickens, Love Chickens, and Live Chickens  

at Lovin Elementary School! 
 


