
News from Gwinnett County Public Schools

Spring 2018–19 
VOLUME IV, ISSUE 2

In this issue
Digital Citizenship

Bulletin Board

Message

Honors and 
Awards

In just a few seconds, a student can tap out a short message to send by social media, via text 
message, or through an email. However, if that message is an alarming threat, angry words 
that seem threatening, or a menacing meme or photo, those few seconds could lead to a lifetime 
of consequences for a young person. And, here’s the thing. A kid doesn’t have to mean it or be 
able to carry out their threat for it to be a very serious offense. Just like a verbal or written 
threat, issuing a digital threat— over social media, via text message, or through email— is a 
federal crime. Even if the threat is a hoax, those who post or send threats can receive up to five 
years in federal prison, face state or local charges, and have school disciplinary consequences. 

Students face consequences for online behavior

“Schools across the nation have become 
the main targets of hoax threats of violence,” 
says Chief Wayne Rikard who heads GCPS’ 
police department. “Even here at home, we 
have seen an increase in these hoax threats.” 
In fact, hoax threats in Gwinnett schools 
more than doubled between 2016–17 and 
2017–18. Chief Rikard has seen an increase 
in 2018–19 as well.

In an effort to reverse this trend, GCPS has 
teamed up with the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI) to launch the agency’s “Think 
Before You Post” campaign to raise awareness 
about the consequences of online threats. 

FBI Special Agent in Charge Chris Hacker 
says awareness is a key component of the 
campaign as many students (and their par-
ents) don’t realize the serious consequences 
of making a hoax threat. 
The campaign helps ensure 
that “youth don’t get them-
selves in trouble and face a 
federal felony punishable 
by up to five years in federal 
prison,” Agent Hacker says.

Chief Rikard notes one 
reason for the upswing in 
hoax threats is related to 
coverage of high-profile 
cases, like last year’s school 

shootings in Parkland, Fla., and Santa Fe, 
Tex. Ready access to social media without 
adult oversight and immaturity also contrib-
ute to the problem as high school students, 
and even younger kids, say things online 
without thinking through the consequences.

Too often, students don’t understand that 
their “joke” can create a disruption to the 
school community and require law en-
forcement and administrative resources to 
investigate and resolve the issue. 

“We take every threat seriously,” says 
Chief Rikard. “There is a thorough investi-
gation to find the suspect, as well as the mo-
tivation behind each threat. This is a huge 
drain on a police force, as each investigation 
is time-sensitive and requires extra officers 
at the school.” In addition, these online 
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Spring is right around the corner, one 
of the busiest times of the year for the 
Gwinnett County Public Schools family. 
Calendars are filled with school activities, 
including sports, concerts, honors nights, 
and drama performances as we approach 
the end of another school year. Spring also 
brings another special event, the annual 
series of Area Board Meetings hosted by 
the Gwinnett County Board of Education 
in each member’s electoral district. 

This year’s Area Board Meetings hold 
particular significance for two reasons. 
For starters, you will have the opportunity 
to meet the Board’s first new members in 
more than 14 years. Everton Blair, Jr., was 
elected in November to represent District 
IV, and Steven B. Knudsen is the new Board 
member for District II. Since joining the 
Board in January, they have been very busy 
getting to know their constituents and 
learning the important work of governing 
Gwinnett County Public Schools.

Secondly, at this year’s Area Board 
Meetings, attendees will hear about an 
important process currently underway 
in the school district, the updating of 
the “Strategic Priorities for 2010-2020” 
This document captures the qualities and 
characteristics for 10 key district compo-
nents that stakeholders in 2009 felt would 
move us closer to our vision of becoming a 
system of world-class schools. Come hear 
about our plans for updating the Strategic 
Priorities for a new decade and how you 
can play a role in that process. In addition, 
a preview of the proposed school district 
budget for FY2020 will be presented. 

To make the Area Board Meetings 
engaging for participants and the Board, 
we once again will use an Internet-based 
interactive tool introduced at last year’s 
meetings. It was an effective way for the 
Board to hear from stakeholders who 
submitted questions using their cell-
phones, tablets, or laptops. We plan to use 

this format again 
this year and 
look forward to 
hearing from our 
stakeholders.

The Area Board 
Meetings are an 
opportunity to 
interact with your 
Board of Educa-
tion in a less for-
mal setting closer 
to home. The Board and I hope you will 
join us at one of the five meetings and en-
gage in the process of setting the district’s 
strategic direction for the next decade, 
making public education in Gwinnett even 
better and stronger.

Community invited to Area Board Meetings this spring

J. Alvin Wilbanks
GCPS CEO/Superintendent

#ThinkBeforeYouPost (continued)

threats create fear among students and parents, resulting in high 
levels of absenteeism and angst. In addition, as the threats are 
online, they tend to circulate, and recirculate, long after they have 
been addressed by school officials.

The new “Think Before You Post” campaign features presenta-
tions and materials for stu-
dents, tipsheets and resources 
for parents about monitoring 
their child’s social media use, 
videos promoting good digital 
citizenship, and frequent tips 
and reminders on the school 
district’s social media channels. 
The Gwinnett campaign also will 
focus on educating students on 
the importance of being good 
digital citizens.

For instance, a district-pro-
duced Digital Citizenship video 
series is the basis for ongoing 
advisement sessions with students on topics like cyberbullying, 
a healthy media balance, online safety, the consequences of hoax 
threats, and the dangers of sexting. 

District leaders and law enforcement believe that getting kids to 
think about the consequences before they post online will lead to 
better online behavior and a reduction in online hoax threats and 

other online misbehavior. The cam-
paign also will encourage students to 
say something to law enforcement and 
school officials if they see something disturbing online. 

“We often say that we all have a role to play when it comes to 
keeping our schools safe and 
secure,” says CEO/Superintendent 
J. Alvin Wilbanks. “This cam-
paign brings together students, 
parents, employees, and law 
enforcement to raise awareness 
about the use of social media 
and specifically that making 
threats— whether they are real 
or not— is no joking matter.” 

Young people will be key 
players in the campaign. Student 
ambassadors from every GCPS 
middle and high school will 
support the campaign with 

posts and tweets on the subject aimed at peers on their own social 
media accounts. Jared, a senior at Collins Hill HS and a student am-
bassador for the new campaign, says that the partnership with the 
FBI will help keep schools safer and fellow students out of trouble. 
“It will definitely get the students more aware of the seriousness of 
cyberbullying and posting threats,” he says.

Tips for Parents from the FBI
• If you see a threat of violence posted on social media, 

immediately contact law enforcement or School Police. Call or 
text the School Safety Confidential Tip Line at 770-822-6513. Members of 
the public also can submit a tip to the FBI at tips.fbi.gov.

• Don't repost. Report. Don’t share or forward the threat until law 
enforcement has had a chance to investigate to avoid spreading 
misinformation and causing panic.

• Families should know that some young people post these threats 
online as a cry for attention or as a way to get revenge or exert 
control. Talk to your child about the proper outlet for his or her stress 
or other emotions, and explain the importance of responsible social 
media use and the consequences— at home, at school, and with law 
enforcement— of posting hoax threats. 

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent



Counting down to Kindergarten!
Beginning Mon., April 1, families of rising kindergartners (age 

5 or older by Sept. 1, 2019) may visit the website of their child’s 
new school to begin registration 
online. To complete registration, 
parents/guardians should bring 
their child and required docu-

ments to the school on Thur., May 2, during designated registration 
hours. Families should allow plenty of time to fill out forms and 
for their child to be assessed. To learn what 
documents are required, go to “Countdown 
to Kindergarten” at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us. 

Times and activities for the May 2 Kin-
dergarten Registration activities vary from 
school to school so review the school website 
for details. Not sure which school your child 
will attend? Visit our “School Look-up” on-
line at http://bit.ly/GCPSSchoolLocator.

Register for high school summer classes
High school students who want to make up a class or get ahead 

can register online at MyPaymentsPlus for both face-to-face and 
online summer classes, scheduled for June 10 to July 2.
• Face-to-face summer classes will be offered at three locations—

Dacula HS, Norcross HS, and Shiloh HS. Students may register on-
line for face-to-face summer classes through June 3, or register 
in person from 4 to 7 p.m. on June 3 at Norcross HS.

• Online summer classes will be offered through Gwinnett Online Cam-
pus (GOC). Registration for online classes is open through June 2.
Summer classes will follow a five-day week, Monday through 

Friday. Find course offerings and frequently asked questions online at 
http://bit.ly/GCPS-SS2019. Health and PE classes are open to rising 
9th graders. The cost for each one-semester class is $250 for current 
GCPS students. Summer graduation is set for July 3.

Plan to attend Area Board meeting this spring
The Gwinnett County Board of Education will go on the road this 

spring, meeting once in each Board member’s district. This is a time 
for the School Board to share information with the public through 
CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks’ annual state-of-the-school 
district address, focusing on its strategic direction, recent successes, 
and new initiatives. This year, audience members will be able to ask 
questions about the information shared, using their smartphone, tablet, 
or laptop to access an interactive mobile website. All meetings begin 
at 7 p.m. in the host school’s theater. Refreshments will be served, 

starting at 6:15 
p.m. While GCPS’ 
annual Area Board 
Meetings are or-
ganized by cluster, 
citizens may attend 
any of the meetings. 

Registration open for Dual Language Immersion
¿Hablas español? Parlez-vous français? 한국말을 하십니까?

Rising kindergartners have an opportunity to say “!Sí!” “Oui!”  
and “예!” GCPS’ Dual Language Immersion (DLI) program— 
Spanish at Annistown, Baldwin, Bethesda, Camp Creek, Ivy Creek, 
Level Creek, and Meadowcreek elementary schools; French at Trip 
ES ; and, new for 2019–20, Korean at Parsons ES. 

In DLI, students spend half of the school day learning in Eng-
lish and the other half learning content areas in the target  
language (Spanish, French, or Korean). The 
program launches with kindergarten 
students, then builds by one grade level 
every year. Registration for rising kin-
dergartners is open through May 9 at 3 
p.m. Schools will accept transfers if  
available slots are not filled by students  
in the school zone and families provide  
transportation.

Summer school for grades 3–8 set for June 10–28
Students in grades 3–8 who do not meet promotion requirements 

may have the opportunity to attend summer school for targeted 
instruction during Gwinnett’s free Academic Summer School, 
scheduled for June 10–28. Parents of eligible students will be noti-
fied later this spring and given specifics about location and hours.

Graduation schedule available on GCPS website
May is an exciting time for our seniors and their families. On the 

district website, find the graduation schedule for GCPS high schools, 
with ceremonies scheduled for May 20–27 around the county.

Ga. updates school bus stop law  
affecting all motorists

Georgia lawmakers recently clarified the law to  
help keep children safe when they are loading or un-
loading school buses. This update is effective as of February of 2019. 
• Two-lane roadway: Vehicles traveling in both directions must stop. 
• Multi-lane roadway with paved turning lane: Vehicles traveling in 

both directions must stop. 
• Divided roadway with dirt, grass, or barrier median: Vehicles travel-

ing behind the bus must stop. Vehicles traveling in the opposite 
direction must use caution.
Safety is a priority when it comes to transporting students and 

we all play a role in keeping kids safe. Find a graphic illustrating 
the law change on the GCPS website.

Key budget dates coming up for FY2020
GCPS’ FY2020 budget reflects an investment in Gwinnett’s 

schoolchildren, staff, and community. On April 9, the Board will 
adopt a tentative budget after a public work session. Two public 
hearings are set in May, with final budget adoption on May 16. The 
millage rate typically is approved in June.

Bulletin Board

Date District Location
March 26 District V Meadowcreek HS
March 28 District IV Shiloh HS
April 9 District II Central Gwinnett HS
April 11 District I Archer HS
April 16 District III North Gwinnett HS

Online 
registration for 
Kindergarten 
opens April 1,  
with schools 

holding  
registration 
events on 

May 2.



The 2019 GwinneTT CounTy 
Board of eduCaTion:

Dr. Mary Kay Murphy, Chairman
Louise Radloff, Vice Chairman
Everton Blair, Jr. 
Carole C. Boyce 
Steven B. Knudsen 

J. Alvin Wilbanks,
CEO/Superintendent

It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools 
not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any 
employment practice, educational program, or any 
other program, activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet 
the needs of all of its students and families. If any 
member of your family needs assistance or has any 
questions regarding mobility impaired issues or 
handicapped access, please contact the principal of 
your local school.

Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW
Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
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Awards and Honors to Your Schools
• Read Communiqué online at www.gcps-communique.com
• Watch GCPS TV on your local cable station or stream 

shows online at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/
• Find Gwinnett County Public Schools on Facebook, and 

follow us on Twitter at GwinnettSchools.
• Check out the GCPS website at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us, 

and subscribe to GCPS eNews.

We’ll have the opportunity to celebrate student honors that come our 
way closer to the end of the school year. Meanwhile, hats off to staff 
members recently recognized with regional, state, and district awards…
• Simpson ES is a 2018 National Blue Ribbon Schools, one of just 

12 Georgia schools and 349 U.S. schools to earn the U.S. De-
partment of Education honor for overall academic excellence.

• Mike Phillips, coordinator of GCPS’ Adapted Sports Program, 
received the 2018 Advocacy Award from the American Asso-
ciation of Adapted Sports Programs.  

• Dr. Laura Stanley of Brookwood HS was named to School Band and 
Orchestra Magazine’s “50 Directors Who Make a Difference” list.

• For the 10th year in a row, Parkview HS’ Marine Corps JROTC 
unit has been recognized as a Naval Honor School.

• Charles “Chaz” Kachmar, a welding teacher at Maxwell HS of 
Technology, 
earned a 
$100,000 prize 
as a 2018 
Harbor Freight 
Tools for 
Schools Prize 
for Teaching 
Excellence 
award winner.

• The Georgia School Boards Association named the Gwinnett 
County Board of Education and Gwinnett County Public Schools as 
the recipient of its 2018 Governance Team of the Year Award. 

• Kerensa Wing of Collins Hill HS was named 2019 Georia Principal of 
the Year.

• Alex Robson of GIVE Center West was named 2018–19 Georgia 
Alternative Teacher of the Year.

• Alexandra Scott of Parkview HS is the Georgia Art Education 
Association’s (GAEA) 2018 Educator of the Year. 

• Lee Nichols of Burnette ES is GCPS’ 2018–19 Media Clerk of the 
Year and Principal Memorie Reesman of Jones MS is Media Advo-
cate of the Year. (The district’s Media Specialist of the Year had 
not been announced at presstime.)

• GCPS’ 2019 Counseling Award level winners are Nicole Moody 
of Sycamore ES, Natalie Edirmanasinghe of Pinckneyville MS, and 
Dr. LaVonna Groce of Maxwell HS of Technology. Mason ES Principal 
David Jones is GCPS Counseling Administrator of the Year. 

Chaz Kachmar, winner of the Harbor Freight Tools 
for Schools Prize for Teaching Excellence, celebrates 

with his Maxwell welding students.
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