
November 8, 2011, will be decision time for Gwinnett voters 
who will be asked to extend the penny sales tax that is building 
classrooms and providing technology for Gwinnett schools. 

To date, SPLOST funds have been used to construct 46 new 
schools, helping Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) to keep 
pace with enrollment growth. In addition, previous SPLOST 
funds have been used for classroom additions at dozens of 
existing schools and to fund technology improvements that 
have been crucial to ensuring a quality and effective education 
for Gwinnett students. For 15 years, GCPS has delivered on its 
SPLOST promises. 

The current SPLOST expires on June 30, 2012. Read on to learn 
more about the proposed extension (SPLOST IV), the projects it 
would fund, and the impact it would have on students.

What is a SPLOST for education?
The Special Purpose Local Option 

Sales Tax for education, also known 
as SPLOST or eSPLOST, is a one-cent 
sales tax on all retail sales in Gwinnett 
County. With this sales tax, everyone 
who makes a purchase in Gwinnett 
County contributes to the support of 
local schools.

By law, an education SPLOST can be 
used only for certain capital projects 
that support local schools. SPLOST 
funds can pay for school construction, 
technology, and new school buses, 
but cannot be used for the day-to-
day operational expenses of a school 
system, including salaries and to offset 
budget cuts.

Will passage of this SPLOST increase 
the amount of sales tax in Gwinnett?

The education SPLOST is not a new 
or additional tax. Voters first approved 
a SPLOST to support school system 
capital needs in 1997. It was renewed 
by voters in 2001 and again in 2006 
by wide margins. Since it began, the 
SPLOST has helped provide thousands 
of new classrooms and technology that 
are essential to world-class teaching and 
learning.  

Will all schools benefit from the 
passage of SPLOST?

Yes. Facility improvements, technol-
ogy enhancements, and system infra-
structure upgrades are planned for all 
clusters and for all schools.

Q&A on SPLOST IV

Information about the Gwinnett County Public Schools  
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax

SPLOST IV by the Numbers

5 new schools

8 additions at existing schools

1 renovation of an existing school

433 new classrooms

138 schools— all new and existing— 
would receive technology resources

50 percent of SPLOST dollars would go toward technology

$876 million is the anticipated revenue from SPLOST IV

$858.9 million would be GCPS’ share of the SPLOST revenue 
(Buford City Schools would receive $17.1 million)

5 years is the length of the SPLOST program. If approved, the penny sales 
tax would continue collections— beginning on July 1, 2012, and running 
through June 30, 2017.

Moore MS, Gwinnett’s newest 
school, opened in August 2011.

2011 SPLOST



In 1996, the Georgia General As-
sembly passed legislation that was one 
of the most beneficial bills for public 
education ever to come out of the Gold 
Dome. Lawmakers approved calling for 
an amendment to the state’s Constitu-
tion that would allow school districts to 
seek approval to fund capital projects 
with sales taxes. The amendment passed 
statewide in November of 1996. And, in 
March of 1997, Gwinnett County Public 
Schools (GCPS) took the special pur-
pose local option sales tax, or SPLOST, 
to its citizens. It was approved by more 
than 71 percent! 

Since 1997, the Gwinnett education 
SPLOST has provided our students with 
thousands of classrooms and major 
technology improvements. Gwinnett 
voters extended the one-penny SPLOST 
in 2001 and 2006 by wide margins. 
Thanks to their approval, we were 
able to manage the challenges of our 
dramatic growth in student enrollment, 
rather than being managed by it. It is 
hard to imagine how we would have 
housed the students continually coming 
to our door without the new schools 
funded by the penny SPLOST. 

Now it is 2011 and the SPLOST is 
about to expire. Recently, the Gwinnett 
County Board of Education approved 
asking voters to keep the one-cent 
SPLOST for another five years. There 
are a number of important reasons why 
the Board did so.

GCPS continues to grow by almost 
2,000 students a year, and we still have 
areas where more schools and class-
rooms are sorely needed. 

Additionally, as a result of nearly a de-
cade of budget cuts, we have postponed 
preventive maintenance on our build-
ings. These projects— including paint-
ing, carpeting, and roofing projects— 
are essential to the upkeep of our  

facilities. We also want to air-condition 
all of our gyms, activity buildings, and 
kitchens— something many people 
have wanted us to do for a long time.

In addition to facility improvements, 
technology advancements are a sub-
stantial part of this SPLOST program.  
The focus is on increasing access to 
technology, expanding our resources 
for teaching and learning, and sup-
porting day-to-day processes in areas 
such as transportation, business and 
finance, and human resources.  SPLOST 
IV would enable the school district to 
provide students, teachers, and parents 
with technology resources to improve 
student learning and to enhance com-
munication at all levels.

I encourage you to learn more about 
the school district’s needs, our plans for 
addressing them, how the SPLOST will 
benefit all of our clusters and schools, 
and our record of accountability for de-
livering what was promised in SPLOSTs 
I, II, and III. Revenue from the one-cent 
sales tax has provided tremendous ben-
efits to our community and its schools 
over the last 15 years. 

Gwinnett County is known for its 
strong, successful school system. No-
vember 8 will be an important day for 
our school district as voters head to the 
polls and make a decision that will have 
an impact on the future of GCPS. 

“I encourage you to learn more 
about the school district’s needs, 
our plans for addressing them, 
how the SPLOST will benefit all 
of our schools, and our record 
of accountability for delivering 
what was promised in SPLOSTs 
I, II, and III. Revenue from the 
one-cent sales tax has provided 
tremendous benefits to our com-
munity and its schools over the 
last 15 years.”

November 8, 2011:
An Important Day for 
Gwinnett

Q&A, continued...
How long would the SPLOST be in effect?

Gwinnett County voters are being 
asked to extend the one-cent sales tax 
for another five-year period. This would 
not increase the current sales tax, but 
would allow the school system to con-
tinue collecting that penny to support 
school capital needs through June 2017.

How will the SPLOST funds be used?
The Gwinnett School Board has pro-

posed the following capital projects:
•	 Construct	five	new	schools (a relief 

high school for the Berkmar/Central 
Gwinnett clusters, a middle school 
in the Central Gwinnett Cluster, 
a middle school in the Peachtree 
Ridge Cluster, an elementary school 
in the new Berkmar/Central Gwin-
nett relief cluster, and an elementary 
school in the Meadowcreek Cluster).

•	 Add	classrooms	to	eight	exist-
ing	schools	(North Gwinnett HS, 
Peachtree Ridge HS, Meadowcreek 
HS, Twin Rivers MS, North Gwin-
nett MS, Alcova ES, Rockbridge ES, 
and Camp Creek ES).

•	 Renovate	one	existing	facility, 
Monarch School, to house a second 
middle school in the Duluth Cluster.

•	 Air-condition	all	middle	and	high	
school	gyms,	as	well	as	all	elemen-
tary	activity	buildings.

•	 Air-condition	all	school	kitchens	
that	currently	do	not	have	it.

•	 Provide	significant	technology	
improvements	in	every	cluster to 
support teaching and learning.

•	 Catch	up	on	preventive	mainte-
nance	of	existing	facilities.

•	 Purchase	or	refurbish	school	buses.

What is included in the “preventive 
maintenance” of existing schools?

As a result of almost a decade of 
severe budget cuts, the district has 
had to postpone much of the preven-
tive maintenance that is needed at all 
schools and facilities. Specific needs 

vary by location, but the following are 
examples of facility improvement needs 
across the system:
• Roof replacements,
• Heating and air conditioning equip-

ment replacement,
• Electrical and data improvements,
• Lighting and energy management 

improvements,
• Replacement of floor coverings, and
• Interior and exterior painting. 

Technology is a big part of this capi-
tal program. What is included in the 
technology portion of this SPLOST?

The technology portion includes 
retrofitting all schools over the next 
five years to update classroom technol-
ogy. Some of the things included in 
this update include, but are not limited 
to, teacher laptops, student research 
stations, network printers, projectors, 
screens, and wireless notebook carts. In 
addition, improvements will be made to 
school computer labs and media centers. 
There also will be upgrades to school 
and district video broadcast equipment. 

Another important aspect of the tech-
nology improvements will be network 
upgrades to include wireless switches 
and access points to accommodate 
students bringing their own technology 
devices to school. System upgrades will 
include the implementation of eCLASS 
(see related story in Communiqué Es-
sentials); upgrades to district software; 
and enhanced access for students, 
teachers, and parents to data and digital 
content, including achievement and 
performance data and information.

The ballot question on the SPLOST 
includes $275 million in general 
obligation bonds that would be ap-
proved as well. Why are these bonds 
needed?

As it did with SPLOST III, the Board 
included the sale of general obliga-
tion bonds in the ballot question for 

SPLOST IV. These bonds will provide 
immediate funding so the district can 
get a jumpstart on its projects, rather 
than having to wait for the sales tax to 
be collected each month. These bonds 
will be paid back with sales tax pro-
ceeds as they are collected.

What happens if voters do not ap-
prove continuation of the SPLOST?

The SPLOST is a primary source of 
funding for building and maintain-
ing quality school facilities. Without 
SPLOST IV, the school district will be 
limited in its ability to provide new 
schools and to maintain existing school 
facilities. In addition to addressing 
buildings, SPLOST has been a key fund-
ing source for ensuring that technology 
for students and teachers is updated. 
Educational technology is changing, and 
SPLOST IV would help GCPS effectively 
meet the needs of students, parents, 
teachers, and community members, with 
technology resources that offer students 
broader, engaging learning experiences 
beyond the classroom, and enhance 
communication throughout the district 
and between the home and school.

J. Alvin Wilbanks, 

CEO/Superintendent

One election day...  
two opportunities to vote

The education SPLOST will 
appear on the countywide ballot 
on November 8, 2011. Many cities 
in Gwinnett also will hold local 
elections on that day. This means 
that if you live within the city limits 
of a municipality that has a local 
race, you may have to visit both 
your city and your county polling 
sites to vote in both elections.  
Check your voter registration card 
for details on where you go to vote.

In addition to 
providing computers, 
printers, projectors,  
and more, SPLOST 
IV would help fund 
the district’s eCLASS 
initiative, which 
will provide digital 
content to help 
make classes 
more interactive 
and engaging 
for students.



The 2011 Gwinnett County 
Board of Education:

Dr. Robert McClure, Chairman
Louise Radloff, Vice Chairman
Carole Boyce
Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Daniel D. Seckinger

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public 
Schools not to discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 
age, or disability in any employment 
practice, educational program, or any 
other program, activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes 
to meet the needs of all of its students and 
families. If any member of your family 
needs assistance or has any questions 
regarding mobility impaired issues or 
handicapped access, please contact the 
principal of your local school.

The current SPLOST for schools will expire on June 30, 2012.  
Recently, the Gwinnett County Board of Education approved ask-
ing voters to keep the one-cent SPLOST for another five years. The 
extension of the current SPLOST will appear on the November 8, 
2011, ballot. Take a quick look at what a penny could fund...

SPLOST IV at a glance...

Hundreds of new classrooms for Gwinnett students

New technology to 
benefit teaching and 
learning in GCPS

Air-conditioning for school gyms, activity 
buildings, and kitchens

Roofing, painting, 
carpeting, and 

other maintenance 
projects and 
upgrades, as 

well as energy 
conservation 

upgrades  

Learn more about 
SPLOST IV at

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

New and 
replacement 
instruments 
for bands 
and 
orchestras

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

