
 

 

 

                
               

            
            

 

                 
                   

                 
                   

              
             

            
         

Bookapalooza! 

Tapper Twins Go to War (With Each Other) by Geoff Rodkey (realistic fiction, 219 pages AR 
level 5.4, Lexile 880 Level U) Summary: An oral history that reports, through transcribed 
recordings, text messages, photographs, illustrations, screenshots, and more, an epic prank war 
between twelve-year-old twins Reese and Claudia Tapper of New York City. 

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai historical fiction, 262 pages AR level 4.8, Lexile 800 
Level U) Summary: Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its 
traditions, and the warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her 
home. Hà and her family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward 
hope—toward America. This moving story of one girl's year of change, dreams, grief, and 
healing received four starred reviews, including one from Kirkus which proclaimed it 
"enlightening, poignant, and unexpectedly funny." An author's note explains how and why 
Thanhha Lai translated her personal experiences into Hà's story 



 

                 
                  

                    
                
                  

  

 

                
                

             
             

                
               

                
               

        

Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan (realistic fiction, 216 pages, AR level 
3.9 Lexile 780, Level S) Summary: Ravi has just moved to the United States from India and has 
always been at the top of his class; Joe has lived in the same town his whole life and has 
learning problems--but when their lives intersect in the first week of fifth grade they are brought 
together by a common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and the need to take control of 
their lives. 

Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar (science fiction, 181 pages, AR level 5.8, Lexile 700, Level W) 
Summary: Be careful. Your next step may be your last. Fifth grader Tamaya Dhilwaddi and 
seventh grader Marshall Walsh have been walking to and from Woodridge Academy together 
since elementary school. But their routine is disrupted when bully Chad Hilligas challenges 
Marshall to a fight. To avoid the conflict, Marshall takes a shortcut home through the off-limits 
woods. Tamaya, unaware of the reason for the detour, reluctantly follows. They soon get lost. 
And then they find trouble. Bigger trouble than anyone could ever have imagined. In the days 
and weeks that follow, the authorities and the U.S. Senate become involved, and what they 
uncover might affect the future of the world. 



 

                   
              

            

 

 

                 
                

                 
                 

              
                   

                 
              

                 
               

                

  

Framed by James Ponti (mystery, 292 pages AR level 5.4, Lexile 680, Level W). Summary: In 
Washington, D.C., twelve-year-old Florian Bates, a consulting detective for the FBI, and his best 
friend Margaret help thwart the biggest art heist in United States history. 

False Prince by Jennifer Nielsen (fantasy, 251 pages AR level 5.5, Lexile 710, Level Z). 
Summary: In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, 
a nobleman of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost 
son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, 
including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than 
questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to play the prince or 
he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. As Sage moves 
from a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of treachery and 
deceit unfold, until finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well prove more 
dangerous than all of the lies taken together. An extraordinary adventure filled with danger and 
action, lies and deadly truths that will have readers clinging to the edge of their seats. 



 

               
                      

              
                 
               

                 
                

               
 

 

 

 

 

Wishtree by Katherine Applegate (fantasy, 215 pages, AR Level 4.2 Lexile 590, Level T) 
Summary: Trees can't tell jokes, but they can certainly tell stories. . . .Red is an oak tree who is 
many rings old. Red is the neighborhood "wishtree"—people write their wishes on pieces of 
cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with a crow named Bongo and other animals who 
seek refuge in Red's hollows, this wishtree watches over the neighborhood. You might say Red 
has seen it all. Until a new family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experience 
as a wishtree is more important than ever. Funny, deep, warm, and nuanced, this is Katherine 
Applegate at her very best—writing from the heart, and from a completely unexpected point of 
view. 


