
Harmony Elementary School 
5th Grade Summer Reading Choices  

(For Rising 5th Graders) 
 

It’s time to start thinking about getting ready for Fifth grade!  Summer Reading is becoming a tradition across the county and research shows that reading 
comprehension, verbal ability, and test scores increase as students read more.  

Each student is responsible for reading one book from the following list and another book of your child’s choice but must be a minimum of 150 pages.  Students 
will read the book during the summer, and complete the assignment on the back of this sheet.  The assignment will be due August 5th (the first day of school.)  
Students will also be required to complete an in-class assignment using the book they have read. This will be used as a major reading grade. 

PARENTS - The list of titles has been created with a variety of reading levels and student interest in mind. Encourage your child to select a book that addresses a 
topic of interest and one they have not read prior. Also, please assist your child in selecting a book that fits his or her reading level. Books may be found online, at 
local bookstores, and at local libraries.  If bookstores do not have the book, they can easily order it for you.  Don’t wait until it is too late in the summer!  
 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  
Brian Robertson, sole passenger on a Cessna 406, is on his way to visit his father when the tiny bush plane crashes in 
the Canadian wilderness. With nothing but his clothing, a tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had 
given him as a present, Brian finds himself completely alone. 
 
Making Bombs for Hitler by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch  
Lida thought she was safe. Her neighbors wearing the yellow star were all taken away, but Lida is not Jewish. She will 
be fine, won't she? But she cannot escape the horrors of World War II. Lida's parents are ripped away from her and 
she is separated from her beloved sister, Larissa. The Nazis take Lida to a brutal work camp, where she and other 
Ukrainian children are forced into backbreaking labor. Starving and terrified, Lida bonds with her fellow prisoners, 
but none of them know if they'll live to see tomorrow. 
 
At the Bottom of the World by Bill Nye  
In the series opener, Jack and the Geniuses: At The Bottom of The World, readers meet Jack and his foster siblings, 
Ava and Matt, who are orphans. But they’re not your typical kind of orphans—they’re geniuses. Well, Ava and Matt 
are, which sometimes makes life difficult for 1twelve-year-old Jack. Ava speaks multiple languages and builds robots 
for fun, and Matt is into astronomy and a whiz at math. As for Jack, it’s hard to stand out when he’s surrounded by 
geniuses all the time. When the kids try to spy on Dr. Hank Witherspoon, one of the world’s leading scientists, they 
end up working for him in his incredible laboratory. Soon, Hank and the kids travel to Antarctica for a prestigious 
science competition, but they find that all is not as it seems: A fellow scientist has gone missing, and so has any trace 
of her research. Could someone be trying to use her findings to win the contest? It’s up to Jack, Ava, and Matt to find 
the missing scientist and discover who’s behind it all—before it’s too late. 
 
Found (The Missing, Book 1) by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
One night a plane appeared out of nowhere, the only passengers aboard: thirty-six babies. As soon as they were 
taken off the plane, it vanished. Now, thirteen years later, two of those children are receiving sinister messages, and 
they begin to investigate their past. Their quest to discover where they really came from leads them to a conspiracy 
that reaches from the far past to the distant future—and will take them hurtling through time. In this exciting new 
series, bestselling author Margaret Peterson Haddix brings an element of suspense that will keep readers on the edge 
of their seats. 
 
The Last Kids on Earth by Max Brallier  
Surviving their first winter after the Monster Apocalypse was no easy feat, yet Jack and his buddies waste no time 
springing to action against some of the nastiest, most evil monsters around. When Jack discovers his Louisville Slicer 
has new, otherworldly powers, he's thrown into epic training to find out what kind of destruction the blade can 
wield. But between fighting off zombies, fleeing from strange, glowy Vine-Thingies erupting from the ground, and 
squeezing in a video game session or two, there's barely time left to figure out what's wrong with their buddy, Dirk, 
who's been acting weird any time he's around the undead. When an unexpected villain appears, can Jack and his 
friends save themselves--and the rest of the world--from cosmic domination? 
 



Chasing Secrets by Gennifer Choldenko 
San Francisco, 1900. The Gilded Age. A fantastic time to be alive for lots of people . . . but not thirteen-year-old Lizzie 
Kennedy, stuck at Miss Barstow’s snobby school for girls. Lizzie’s secret passion is science, an unsuitable subject for 
finishing-school girls. Lizzie lives to go on house calls with her physician father. On those visits to his patients, she 
discovers a hidden dark side of the city—a side that’s full of secrets, rats, and rumors of the plague.  
 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein 
Kyle Keeley is the class clown, popular with most kids, (if not the teachers), and an ardent fan of all games: board 
games, word games, and particularly video games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most notorious and creative 
gamemaker in the world, just so happens to be the genius behind the building of the new town library. Lucky Kyle 
wins a coveted spot to be one of the first 12 kids in the library for an overnight of fun, food, and lots and lots of 
games. But when morning comes, the doors remain locked. Kyle and the other winners must solve every clue and 
every secret puzzle to find the hidden escape route. And the stakes are very high. 
Poppy by Avi 
At the very edge of Dimwood Forest stood an old charred oak where, silhouetted by the moon, a great horned owl 
sat waiting. The owl's name was Mr. Ocax, and he looked like death himself. With his piercing gaze, he surveyed the 
lands he called his own, watching for the creatures he considered his subjects. Not one of them ever dared to cross 
his path . . . until the terrible night when two little mice went dancing in the moonlight . . . 
 
The Wolf’s Boy by Susan Williams Beckhorn 
Kai burns to become a hunter and to earn a rightful place among his people. But that can never be. He was born with 
a club foot. It is forbidden for him to use or even touch a hunter’s sacred weapons. Cut off from the other boys, Kai 
turns to his true friends, the yellow wolves, for companionship. They have not forgotten the young human they 
nurtured as an abandoned infant. When Kai discovers a motherless cub in the pack, he risks everything to save her, 
bringing her back to live with him. But as winter draws near, Kai’s wolf grows ever more threatening in the eyes of 
the People. When the worst happens, Kai knows that they must leave for good. Together, they embark on a journey 
into the north—a place of unimaginable danger—that tests the power of friendship and the will to survive. 
 
The Tapper Twins Go to War (With Eachother) by Geoff Rodkey 
This brand-new series by a popular screenwriter is a pitch-perfect, contemporary comedy featuring twelve-year-old 
fraternal twins, Claudia and Reese, who couldn't be more different... except in their determination to come out on 
top in a vicious prank war! But when the competition escalates into an all-out battle that's fought from the cafeteria 
of their New York City private school all the way to the fictional universe of an online video game, the twins have to 
decide if their efforts to destroy each other are worth the price. 
 
A Handful of Stars by Cynthia Lord 
This powerful middle-grade novel from the Newbery Honor author of Rules explores a friendship between a small-
town girl and the daughter of migrant workers. When Lily's blind dog, Lucky, slips his collar and runs away across the 
wide-open blueberry barrens of eastern Maine, it's Salma Santiago who manages to catch him. Salma, the daughter 
of migrant workers, is in the small town with her family for the blueberry-picking season. After their initial chance 
meeting, Salma and Lily bond over painting bee boxes for Lily's grandfather, and Salma's friendship transforms Lily's 
summer. But when Salma decides to run in the upcoming Blueberry Queen pageant, they'll have to face some tough 
truths about friendship and belonging. Should an outsider like Salma really participate in the pageant—and possibly 
win? Set amongst the blueberry barrens and by the sea, this is a gorgeous new novel by Newbery Honor author 
Cynthia Lord that tackles themes of prejudice and friendship, loss and love. 



 

What do I do while reading my book? 

As you read your book, you are required to keep a reading response journal.  You will be writing your reactions to 
what you read and the feelings you felt while reading.  Keeping a response journal will give you an opportunity to express your 
own opinions about what’s happening in the novel you are reading. The journal will give you a chance to ask and answer 
questions that you think are important. 

Assignment: 

o You will be expected to make 10 journal entries for your book.   
o In your journal entries, you can discuss anything that interests you about the material you are reading (a character you despise, 

a scene that you found particularly moving, a setting that was described in extraordinary detail, etc.)  
o Each journal entry should be at least half a page long.  Keep in mind that these journals will be taken for a grade.  Think 

carefully about what you are writing and be sure to give complete answers.  This means that you will have to explain in detail 
your thoughts, feelings, ideas, and opinions.  

The following are some possible statement starters for you to choose from when you are making your entries:  

a)      My favorite characters are….. because ….. 

b)      The part I liked best….. 

c)      I would like __________ as a friend because….. 

d)      If I were the author I would…. 

e)      What impressed me in this chapter was…. 

f)        I noticed….. 

g)      It upset me when….. 

h)      I wonder about….. 

i)        I don't really understand….. 

j)        I now understand….. 

k)      If I were_______________ I would….. 

l)        I predict that….. 

m)    I was shocked when / by….. 

n)      I question…..  

You must use at least three of these statements when you are writing in your journal. You can also make up some of you own. 

Remember, your journal is an opportunity for you to explore what you think is important.  

o Journal entries should be neat, well thought out, and legible.  Take the time to read over what you have written after each entry 
to ensure that your ideas are in order.   

o It is not necessary for you to summarize the chapters for me. I am more interested in how you react to what you are reading.  
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