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Burnette 
Blast 

Mark Your Calendar   

 

12/18: Winter Parties  
1st grade (12:00 PM) 
Kindergarten (1:45 PM) 
 
12/19: Winter Parties 
3rd Grade (12:00 PM) 
2nd Grade (1:45 PM) 
 
12/20: Winter Parties 
4th Grade (12:15 PM) 
5th Grade (1:45 PM) 
 
12/23 – 1/3: Winter 
Break (No School) 
 
  

 

We had a wonderful time last night celebrating Literacy and the 
Arts!  We appreciate Mrs. Carscaddon, Mrs. Costilow, and Mrs. 
Gunter for organizing this event.  We appreciate all the 
Burnette teachers who assisted in various areas and facilitated 
the interactive Literacy-Art activities.  We began the evening by 
recognizing and awarding over 35 Reflections Winners.  Many of 
these students won multiple awards!  Special thanks to Ms. 
Mariam Perez for organizing our Reflections program.  Our 4th 
and 5th Grade Chorus did a fabulous job performing "Winter 
Reflections at a Museum" under the direction of Ms. Gunter.  I 
was very touched by a special song written by Ms. Gunter and 
the students featuring a solo by 5th grade student, Amanda 
Alvarez.  Families then viewed framed artwork by each Burnette 
student and participated in many activities centered around 
books by author/illustrator, Peter Reynolds.  It was truly a night 
to remember! 
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Media News 
 
With December being a short and very busy month, we will 
not be doing a reading log for our K-2 students until after the 
Winter Break. Have a wonderful holiday and keep on reading 
with your children! 
 
Going out of town for the holidays?  Our books can go with 
you!  The BES Media Center has a collection of over 700 
eBooks!  Our eBooks can be accessed via apps on several 
different devices.  Click here and see how you can keep your 
child reading over the break, even when you are on the 
move! 
 
Thank you to everyone who came out for Fine Arts Literacy 
night!  We had a wonderful time celebrating the arts, 
literacy, creativity, and community!  If you'd like to see a 
special message to our school from author Peter H.Reynolds, 
click here! 
 

 

 

 

Lost and Found 
 
We currently have many items in our lost and found. Please stop by the “Burnette 
Rack,” or encourage your child to look, to see if any of your child's personal 
belongings are missing. Items not claimed by December 20th will be donated. 

  

https://www.gcpsk12.org/cms/lib/GA02204486/Centricity/Domain/4232/ebook%20flyer.pdf
https://www.gcpsk12.org/cms/lib/GA02204486/Centricity/Domain/4232/ebook%20flyer.pdf
https://www.gcpsk12.org/cms/lib/GA02204486/Centricity/Domain/4232/ebook%20flyer.pdf
https://www.gcpsk12.org/cms/lib/GA02204486/Centricity/Domain/4232/ebook%20flyer.pdf
https://www.gcpsk12.org/cms/lib/GA02204486/Centricity/Domain/4232/ebook%20flyer.pdf
https://www.gcpsk12.org/cms/lib/GA02204486/Centricity/Domain/4232/ebook%20flyer.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/173mqOPFUnxc7vHQa9ktijRXKD6q6NeaK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/173mqOPFUnxc7vHQa9ktijRXKD6q6NeaK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/173mqOPFUnxc7vHQa9ktijRXKD6q6NeaK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/173mqOPFUnxc7vHQa9ktijRXKD6q6NeaK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/173mqOPFUnxc7vHQa9ktijRXKD6q6NeaK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/173mqOPFUnxc7vHQa9ktijRXKD6q6NeaK/view
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Counseling Corner 
 

10th Annual Elementary Peer Leadership Conference 
 
This past Saturday, December 7, 2019, Student Council members attended the 10th Annual 
Elementary Peer Leadership Conference at Discovery High School. The students enjoyed 
two conference sessions and a keynote address by Mr. Jovan Paige, who is a graduate of 
Georgia State University with a degree in Public Policy. He is motivated by the notion that 
any contribution to perpetuate societal change, whether grand or minute, is one that 
makes life worth living. Mr. Paige previously served as the Director of Youth, College & 
Millennial Engagement for the Democratic Party of Georgia; overseeing the largest 
millennial turnout in the 2018 Georgia Gubernatorial election. In January 2018, he founded 
Stay Jotivated LLC, a keynote speaking and event hosting business aiming to positively 
impact youth and millennials in their pursuit and accomplishment of their goals. 
 
The first leadership session we attended was entitled Adventures with DUCT Tape! 
Throughout life, in school and in a career, we will be asked to work on a team to 
accomplish a certain task. Sometimes, teams will struggle because they are unable to "stick' 
together when times get tough, thus keeping the group from accomplishing their goal. In 
this session, students learned how to work together to accomplish a task, navigate 
differences of opinions, and had fun...all through he power of DUCT tape. The second 
session was entitled Discover Peer Leadership Skills. This session focused on 
communications skills while playing a series of games and activities that utilized both 
verbal and non-verbal communication skills. 
 
It was apparent that the students learned a lot about the traits of an excellent leader while 
having fun cooperating, showing respect for differences, and honing their communication 
skills. I would like to thank Mrs. White and Mrs. Duren for co-chaperoning this conference 
and applaud them for everything they do throughout the year to advise and facilitate our 
talented and service leading student council members. Thank You! 

 



 

Burnette Blast Page 4 

Character Trait of the Week 
 

Be Loyal
• Tell the truth.
• Support your friends and family
• Do what you say you will do.
• Keep your promises.
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Burnette Elementary School 
3221 McGinnis Ferry Rd 
Suwanee, GA 30024 
 
Phone: 678-546-2170  Fax: 678-546-2515 

Website: https://www.gcpsk12.org/burnettees 

 

Superintendent: Mr. Alvin Wilbanks  
Assistant Superintendent: Dr. Pamela Williams  

School Board Member: Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 

Burnette Elementary 
Vision / Mission 
 

Burnette Elementary School supports the Vision 
and Mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools.  

Our Mission 

Burnette Elementary School will pursue 
excellence as we teach the Academic Knowledge 
and Skills at the highest levels, engaging students 
in critical thinking, problem solving, and 
collaborative communication so that they may 
achieve at their highest potential. 

Our Beliefs 

• Our core business is teaching and learning.  

• All children can learn at or above grade 
level.  

• All children should reach their learning 
potential.  

• The school effect is important and has a 
profound impact on every child's life.  

• A quality instructional program requires a 
rigorous curriculum, effective teaching, and 
ongoing assessment.  

• All children should be taught in a safe and 
secure learning environment.   

 
Did you know Burnette 

PTA has a Facebook 
page?  Like us to keep 
up with postings and 

news! 
 

 

Business Partner Spotlight 
 

 

 
 

1035 Peachtree Industrial Blvd 

 

 

 

https://www.gcpsk12.org/burnettees
https://www.gcpsk12.org/burnettees
https://www.facebook.com/BurnettePTA/
https://www.facebook.com/BurnettePTA/
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