
Message from Mrs. Reed… 
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for Curriculum 
Night this past week!  We are excited to partner with 
our parents to ensure your child is provided with the 
best education possible at Burnette ES!  We also 
appreciate everything our Burnette PTA does to support 
teaching and learning at Burnette.  As part of our 
partnership with Burnette PTA, we provide parent email 
addresses for the Burnette PTA to use to send messages 
about Burnette PTA events, room parent information, 
staff goody days, volunteer opportunities, etc.  As 
outlined in the GCPS Student/Parent Handbook, FERPA 
permits the District to disclose information designated 
as Directory Information which includes parent email 
addresses to PTA; however, if you do not want your 
email address shared with the Burnette PTA, you should 
notify the principal in writing.  
 
While we invite parents to eat lunch with their children, 
we have established the rule that no outside restaurant 
food should be brought into the Lions’ Café.  You may 
bring store bought cupcakes or cookies for your child’s 
birthday during lunch (check with your child’s teacher 
regarding food allergies; pre-cut or individual items 
only); however, we do not allow lunch purchased from a 
restaurant be brought into the Cafeteria. 
 
Be sure and mark your Calendar for our 10th Annual 
Burnette Dance on Friday, September 20th, 6:00-8:00, at 
Peachtree Ridge HS!  Help us celebrate 10 Years of 
Excellence! 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Reed  
Pr incipal  
 
Melissa Dienhart 
Jennifer Edwards 
Assis tant Pr incipal 
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Mark Your Calendar   

 

8/28: Picture Day 
 
8/27: Boy Scout Sign Up 
Meeting (6:00 PM) 
 
8/29: Main Event Spirit 
Night (5-8 PM) 
 
9/2: Labor Day 
(No School) 
 
9/6: Staff Goody Day 
(all grade levels) 
 
9/9 – 9/13: CogAT  
(Grades 1, 2 and 5) 
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Media News 
 
Thank you to all who participated in the Gwinnett County Summer Reading program! The 
GCPS Bookmobile will be visiting our school on Monday, August 26!  Students who 
participated and logged minutes in the Gwinnett County Summer Reading program will be 
able to choose a FREE book! If your child is new to Burnette but participated in the summer 
reading program in Gwinnett or even another state or county, please just print off the 
documentation (minutes, books read, certificate) and send it in Monday. We will make sure 
your child visits the Bookmobile as well! 
 
Now that the school year is officially underway, we are ready to start our school wide reading 
program! Students in kindergarten, first, and second grade each received a book journal in 
their Friday folders. Keep a record of books you read throughout August and September. If 
you turn in a completed book journal by September 30, your child will get to visit the Burnette 
Book Wagon and choose a FREE book! 
 
 For our students in third, fourth, and fifth grade, we are working on the 40 Book Challenge! 
We challenge each of our students to try to read 40 books. That's a lot of books! However, 
remember, it's a challenge. Our goal is for our students to be reading every day, and finishing 
books from start to finish. Students in fourth and fifth grade will be recording books in their 
Reading Journals during Language Arts. Our third grade students will have different challenges 
throughout the year, but at the beginning, we concentrate on reading three books in a series.  
 
For more information on our book challenges, check out the Media page on the Burnette 
website! Keep on reading, BES! 

Picture Day: August 28th 
 
Hello Parents and Students! 
 
Welcome back to school! Fall photos will be taken for all students on Wednesday, 
August 28th.  We will take the photos, and in a few weeks you will receive your 
child’s proof from school. Please make sure you send your child to school that day in 
his or her favorite outfit. Also, please style his or her hair as you want it in the 
photos. We suggest solid colors for the portrait, they photograph the best.  Thank 
you so much and we look forward to a great school year. 
 
Edge Photography 
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Counseling Corner 
Amongst the enthusiasm of beginning a new school year and the groans of transitioning back to an early start to 
the day, families everywhere can take this opportunity to work healthy habits into their school and 
extracurricular schedules.  It can feel overwhelming with so many things to manage! Waking up on time, going to 
bed on time, and arriving to school on time. Packing the backpack for school, with homework, permissions slips, 
media center books, lunch, sports clothes, etc. Doing homework. Plus, many children have after-school activities, 
so there’s just that much more to remember.  

There are several healthy habits for back to school that you can use year round to help each family member be at 
his or her peak game-academically and physically. Follow these 10 Healthy Habits for Back to School to have a 
happy, successful, and healthy new school year.  

1. Get enough sleep. Protect your child’s sleep.  If your child is old enough to have a cell phone or other 
electronics, keep those items out of the bedroom.  Have your children hand over electronics at a time you 
decide upon so that your children aren’t receiving texts or other sleep-disturbing messages during the 
night. How much sleep does your child need? Click on the link to learn more from Kids Health from 
Nemours https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/sleep.html 

2. Eat breakfast. Yes, breakfast really is important.  Going to school on an empty stomach can lead to a 
hungry and grumpy child who may struggle.   

3. Use MyPlate as your guide to provide what your children need for growth and development. MyPlate is an 
excellent guide for showing individuals the types of foods and amounts necessary for optimal nutrition. 
For more information on MyPlate, visit https://www.choosemyplate.gov/ 

4. Establish an after school routine that works for your child. Does your child need a snack after school? 
Maybe a “brain break” is in order before homework.  Post your after school schedule where everyone can 
see it and refer to it, if needed.  For younger children, include visual cues of what to do first, second, and 
third, etc. To make your own free printable schedule, click on the link 
https://www.pricelessparenting.com/chart-for-kids 

5. Guide your child and adjust as needed when picking extracurricular activities. Your child may have many 
interests, but help to guide your child in picking activities so that there is still time for homework, free 
time/play time, family time and sleep. 

6. Maintain good hygiene. When age appropriate, teach your child about good hygiene.  Learning to bathe 
oneself, wash hands properly, floss and brush independently, and more as the child ages, comes with time 
and with instruction from the child’s caregiver. To learn more, click on  
https://www.healthline.com/health/hygiene-habits-kids 

7. Exercise. The love for being active can start at an early age, and having caregivers stress the importance of 
and participate in exercise (rather than being sedentary) can set the stage for a lifetime of physical fitness. 

8. Ask for help. Check in with your child and communicate with one another.  If your child is struggling with 
homework, listen and offer help as appropriate.  if your child continues to have difficulty, contact your 
child’s teacher for help.  

9. Also, your child(ren) can have responsibilities for helping the household that are age appropriate. Check 
out the link to learn more: https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/age-appropriate-chores/ 

10. Read, Read, Read with your child! Reading to young children is proven to improve and help along the 
process of cognitive development. Cognitive development is the emergence of the ability to think and 
understand; it’s “the construction of thought processes, including remembering, problem solving, and 
decision-making, from childhood through adolescence to adulthood” 
(https://www.all4kids.org/2017/03/03/importance-reading-children/) 

 

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/sleep.html
https://www.choosemyplate.gov/
https://www.pricelessparenting.com/chart-for-kids
https://www.healthline.com/health/hygiene-habits-kids
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/age-appropriate-chores/
https://www.all4kids.org/2017/03/03/importance-reading-children/
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Character Trait of the Week 
 

Be Determined
• Always try your best.
• Never give up on your goals.
• Create a plan to help you 

achieve your goals.
• Complete what you start 

(homework, projects, chores 
& games).

• Believe in yourself!
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4cabac22a02-main�
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4cabac22a02-staff27�
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Burnette Elementary School 
3221 McGinnis Ferry Rd 
Suwanee, GA 30024 
 
Phone: 678-546-2170  Fax: 678-546-2515 

Website: https://www.gcpsk12.org/burnettees 

 

Superintendent: Mr. Alvin Wilbanks  
Assistant Superintendent: Dr. Pamela Williams  

School Board Member: Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 

Burnette Elementary 
Vision / Mission 
 

Burnette Elementary School supports the Vision 
and Mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools.  

Our Mission 

Burnette Elementary School will pursue 
excellence as we teach the Academic Knowledge 
and Skills at the highest levels, engaging students 
in critical thinking, problem solving, and 
collaborative communication so that they may 
achieve at their highest potential. 

Our Beliefs 

• Our core business is teaching and learning.  

• All children can learn at or above grade 
level.  

• All children should reach their learning 
potential.  

• The school effect is important and has a 
profound impact on every child's life.  

• A quality instructional program requires a 
rigorous curriculum, effective teaching, and 
ongoing assessment.  

• All children should be taught in a safe and 
secure learning environment.   

 
Did you know Burnette 

PTA has a Facebook 
page?  Like us to keep 
up with postings and 

news! 
 

 

Business Partner Spotlight 
 

 

 
 

3463 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Rd 

 

 

 

https://www.gcpsk12.org/burnettees
https://www.facebook.com/BurnettePTA/
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